TEANES ShNDS. By Alisteir M, Isdale, B,4.

mis, not oply was it prectically obligatory for young lsdies
ensions to learn to play the piano, bul many cthere possecsed
L& instruments.

That included the diggere and othere who ceme to the Thames goldfisld follow-
ing its opening on August 1, 1867, and by Christmas had'increased the CTuropesan
population froma dozen or g0 traders td an eetimated 5,000,

The frirst week saw the population ip te 190 and rising feet., Later in August
storee end restsurante sppeared arnd the place rerpidly became 3 typic&l mining
czmps ("Thames 1867-1917, 50 Years a Goldfield," Thames 014 Boys' Associstion.)

find there was socon epntertazinment. }raapectar William Richoll wrote in bhie
autobiography, "Hoss'e free and eaesy soon pol stasrted end was a zreat sttraction
to me., 1 spent most of my time in it &t night listering to songs and watching
dancers. There were Bome grest cingerc and dancers among them, and one could
Epend a plessant night there," The einging and darcing neturally required in-

k\ strumental music,

{m hupust 29,1867, Captain John Butt opened the EShortland Hotel, in temporary
premiees, the 1+rst on the field. <Ehortland was the first tcwnshxp or whatever,
lgid out at the socuthern end of present day Themes. Grahamstown wae established
months later st the northern end, the initial eale of sections being cn May 16,
1666. 4t first Shortland hed it all on its own, to ccpe with the tremendous
surge of growth. (Thames 1867-1017). Inciuding of hotedfee. and masic,

James Mackay, Civil Commissicner, who in effect organised the Thames goldfield
reperted e populstion of arcund 500 st the beginrning of September, 1867,

Vor Tempsky recorded when he csme to Thenmes on Zepltenter 15, that there were
alresdy 'two or three doven weatherbosrd houces snd any number of tents scattered
over the flat and the mouths of the gullies.“

kecording to Vaon Tempeky, around September 26 ,there being a Hau Hau scare,
Resident Magistrate Lawlor said he would enrol 300 special constasbles if pegess-
ary, and wanted Von Tempeky to take charge. Fut he wss reloctant, the threst
proved te be & rumour, and the miners who had gathered topether were soon back
at work., (4 militis formation of =ome 30C would have reguired some kind of
ecratch band tc mzreh to.)

A week after thie, Von Tempsky noted there were around 2,000 on the field.

According to "Thames 1867-1217," by Chrietmss there were 5,000 on the field,
&nd & rush to Aucklahd for the holidays. But it said there were at least 500
miners for the New Year sporte. (Which would mean musiec.) By that time there
were 10 hotels, which gave free drinks to 500 mirere as a2 "first footing" for
the New Year 1H&E. Then there were four days of sporte on a flat near the
Hape Stream. Firet day had foot racing, vaulting, jumping ete., Second day saw
boree racing till a dispute caused minere tc put 8 rope acrose the course, and
they spent the dsy skylarking. Third day had boat racing and a war dance. Fourth
had toseing the ceaber and hurdle race. There were glso Highland dances and horn-
pipe, sccording to the Southern Cross in Auckland, Which alec mentioned that on
the everning of the first day music and dancing went on till ail houre.

{Thie indicates & carry cover from music during the day, while Highland dances
and hornpipes required their special kinds of musics)

puring the greater part of 1868, before Grahamstown really got going, Short-
Jand wae pre-eminent, andat lesst scratch bande would appear to have been s feat-
ure; judging by & passage about Waihi in the Thames ndwerticer at the end of June
1894, wnen the rising mining town of Waiki brought reminders. "On a bright etar-
light pnight, with the band Llnyi np lively music, ¥he different shops sll ablaze
with lights, snd numerous pedestrisns moving around with lighted lanterns,,.a per
son could ,Jmnst fapcy himeelf moving in = place called Shortland.



