e Eanrde.

A& to how 2 scratch band could be got together for even a relatively smell oc-
tacion, we nave an instance which can be dated fairly precicely to the opening

weeks of 1868, The Thames Star of August 15, 1908, hsd come reminiscences.,

Zarly in the New Year of 1868, only a few days efter a meeting &t the end of
December, 1867, miners decided and then set to making a two mile road from the
bottom of the Moanataiasri to Punga Flat, end 530 men finished it in lees than a
week., 4 Tew weeks later there was an engine weighing sfome tons teo take to the
summit, poing up eround 1200 feet in the 2 miles.

500 hundred miners had the horses unharnessed, snd they "fairly walked away
with the engine, while, "during part of the wasy up the hill am musical trio seat-
ed on top of the engipe, with accordeorn, tambourine and cornet, made the Ecene
lively, and one not essily forgotten.,"

{The accordeon was & very popular instrumernt.)

¥y 1868 4t was becoming evident that Thames would be more than a mining camp
#ith temporary premises snd meny tents, even the business places including "cleth
housee" of canvas etretched over frames, and would have some permanence. The fir:
part of 1868 sew 2 rapid transformation, "Hammers driving rnails and saws cutting
timber were poing night and day," wrbte ¥illiem Richoll.

Farly in 1868 Captein Johr Butt of the temporary Shortleand hotel decided to
build net enly permanent premises, tut also the first Thames theatre, "Butt's
Americar Thestre, which according to "Thamee 1867=-1617" wes 75 feet by 31, able ti
nold 600 people. In April, 1868, "Johnny Hall" (Woclloxall) and "his pretty and
clever little wife," put on the first prefessional dremetic performances for "the
Thames," at Butt's new American Teeztre, where they drew¥ packed houses." An orch
ectre of come kind was paturally s sine gua non.

By hugust, 1868, the population of Thames was estimsted at around 18,000, ("Th
Thames Mirer's Guide," Edward Clarke, 1B€8.) (This wes bigger than Auckland with
around 12,000,) He referred to the new township, Grahametown, which hed recentily
been laid out to the rorth. (A map of the town lots laid out by Robert Graham and
nis surveyors survived, sdvertising the aucticn of sazid lots on May 16, 1668.)

in mid 18668 the scene &t Shortland was very enimated, s= shown in & peinting

made &t that time, shewing a lively ecexe 2t Shortland wharf, with steazmers
&nd other vessels, crowds, horses being unlozded, snd £o on. Some kind of band
mueic would be nuite in order for such & Ecene,

The opening of the Thames goldfield on August 7, 15€7, nhad its anniversary
celebrated with a race meeting on & new course at Tararu in August 1868, with
2,000 making & big crowd, as recorded by the Thames fdvertiser. Such & function
would rot be complete without mueice.

Durige the latter part of 1868 Grahamstown, nearer ihe gold mines than Short-
lard, went shead rapidly, including 2 hotel "removed from Bsyswater and fleosted
on = barge to Thamee." (North Shore Times Advertiser, Tues., Hay 17, 1977.) 1t
ig vieible in = late 1868 photeograph of Thames, the northern part. It had been
called the Hyltor at Nortn Shore, Auckland, and at Thamee Was called successively
Wharf, Park and Lady Bowen, and ie now 2 doctor's residence,

"mhe Thames Journale of Vicesimue JTush," give first & likely venue for barnd
or outdocr orchestral mueic, end them a definite reference to a band.

For December 24, 18¢&, his Journsl records, "A large number of m#n began to
form 2 circus close to my house for the Ymas sports which last three deys - Sat-
urday, Monday and Tuesday."

"yimas Day..s;wa& surprised to see a lerge gathering ef natives, Taipari having
irvited nesr 400 to a Christmas dinper. Just behiné Nr. Macksy's house Teipari
had had & huge marcuee put up ard long tables erected and there the natives were
acsembled enjoyine & thoroughly English Xmas dinner: Turkeys, Hoast beef, Pudgd-
ings, and as far as I could eee they &ll hed eilver {§lated?) forks and gless
tumblere,..the (rich) Chief had engaged & BAND of musicians (Eurcpeans) who kept
pleving 21) ainner time, to the gratificatior of the feeding Maoris."




