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Around October 22, 1881, it was anpounced that Thames was sending 2 contingent
of Volunteers to join the troops around the Maori meodel village of Parihaka, in
the shadow of Mount Egmont. On Octeber 22, 150 Thamee Volunteers, including 70

Navals, went off to tne scene of poesible action ir Tarenaki. They arrived Lo
join the 2,000 or so trocps millirg around. Te Whiti spoke ‘of the rifle ae "the
Crown Grant of the pakeha to the land," =nd decided resistance was useless. The

Thames Volunteere tock a preminent part in the surrourding of Parihaka and the
peaceful arreet of Te Whiti end his chief lieutensnts on November 5, 1881.

"4t the time of the Parihaka scare, the Volunteer movement wat booming in and
around Thage&. Companies were the Naval Rrigade, Nes. 7 and £ Scottish, Nos. 1
end £ Natives, Rifle Rangers, Hauraki Riflee (with their fipe band under Bandmast-
er ¥illiems),Hsuraki Eifle Engineers, znd Naval Cadets and Scottish Cadets,” wrote
the Thames Star of December 7, 1917. (The boom would scon fade.)
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For the New Year of 1882, both the Tarafn/gaciebelyere centres of sttraction,

the latter having the horee recing. There was the usual band music.

¥hich would scon lose a principal band. after Parinaka, feare of z "native
threat'" had died sway, while with the edvance of the Long Depression Govermment
retrenchment began to bite deeper. The Hon. John Pryce, "Fative and Defence Minpis
ter," a fire-ester during Parihska, became 5 penny-pincher afterwards.

On August 28, 1882, the bend of the Thames Scottish Volunteere played ite last
through the town that evening. The "Thames ScotteshYwere winding up. Bryce was
blamed for the eccnomy. On September 17 he was burrned ip effigy in Thames, af-
ter the effigy had been paraded through the streets on 2 white horee, amid hooting
plus the Dead March in Saul played in ultre slow time on a tip whistle. Bryce
nad paid the Thsmes Volunteers only one month instesd of two fcr Parihzke. Many
of those who took part were from the cissolved EScottish,whe had no love of Fryce.

#ith retrenchment of Volunteers, the Prince of Wsles Birthday celebrations to-
wards mid Kovember in Thames were ‘'shorn of their former glories.'" No longer were
there big and colourful parades. Except the Thames Navals still put on & 21 bip
gunfire salute. Ana the Navals still had their vand,

There was still at least an acho of the band of the Thames Scottish at the end
of November, 1882. James Jobe, while in the Scottish Volunteers, being a drummer.
had & fine uniferm witnh a high feather bonnet and leopsrd &£kin apron. When the
Scottish were disbended he kept the uniform, the men being allowed tc keep their
upiforms, which some disgustedly wore ocut in the mines, but rot James Jobe., Lega:
action was brought to make Jobe give up his uniform, but =8 nobody had said every-
one could keep their uniforms but him when matiers were being discussed at dissol-
ution, he wen the csse and kept the fipe uniform, leopard skin znd all.

Early in December the dishesnded Scottish Volunteers had a meeting and passed a
resolution givine power to sue, and volunteers to keep cnly ordirary uniform, of
cost, trousers and helmet. That was cbviously directed apainst Jobe, with his
special headgear and leopard skin. (Nothing more was heard, & disbanded formaticn
having ne power. A& for band instrumente, the Govermment would have taker those.

Mesnwhile, there had been a revivel of martisl spirit with British victories
sgainst «Egypt in September, and Arabi Pasha exiled in December. On December 30
Thamee had 2 bip fireworks display.

However, the 1883 New Year celebrations were muted, with the lorg Depressiorn
deepening and Government retrerching. They consisted mainly of steamer excurs-
jons, while 150 turned up at the Tararu Gardens tc hear s Methodist choir.

On January 29, 1883, the Evening Star recorded thne anruzl Sunday Schocl demnn-
stration at the Parswsk and Tararu Gardens, with processions, a2 banner fer ezch
school, and numbers of the children carryine flags ard streamers, "HEADED BY THE
NAVAL EAND." Numbers were possibly down somewhat, the figures for various Sunday
Schools adding up to 730, but with adults, the Tarsru Sardens alone had "nearly
1,000 people."

MNext day, January 30, with more retrenchirg, the ctar recorded that the Naval
CADET Minstrele gave a farewell performance st the Acszdemy of Music.




