e Bands.

On October &, 1887, & retrenching Government came in, teo intensify the ef-
fects of the still prevailing long Depression. Unemployment ETew.

Thames still had around 40 hotels. 1In the "palmy days'" the number wae as great
as 90 or so, anc witﬁboﬂp changes now and then, 172 names have been traced.

“hristmas was somewhat subcued, even with the hotels. FPut Weihi got fipance.

Thames started the lNew Year of 1888 in somewhat low tempo,

There was a gleam in the south with a powerful English company of £100,000 be-
ginning proper development of the vast low grade quartz reserves of Waihig; and
by March 1, "fhe sound of the big drum of commercisl revival is every cay growing
louder and coming near." The procecss would be slow,

In addition to band music at appropriate times, especially in the wWwarmera
months, the Thames Court had a crier who could awaken the echoes up and down
(Gueen Street. Not far away was the balcony of the Academy of Music, able tg have
mueical and dramatic perfnrm%@es ipside for as many as 800, while many more.could
listen to bznds.bn the outsice balcony, built to be roomy,sfandingbelow,

Fut around March 11, with the pessing of tne proprietor of the Tararu Gardene,
said Gardens were being suctioned by order of the mortgagees. "A® a consiceratle
expense the late proprietor made it suitable for public pleasure grounds, & place
of beauty, and & source of income at the same time. We have no other such place
ir the district." He had even & band for "danmcing on the green," etc. This
wag Frederick Bernnett. ITn an 18580 list he modestly had "gardener, Tararu Gardens

#itn little happenine re Volurteers et this juncture, we can pause to take
note of 1880 and 1885 Directory lists, as at 31st December 1580 and 18&S.

tor, Lieutenant J. Grant. €& Companies of Infantry. 1 Naval Volunteers, &
ete. Scottish Battalion commanded by Major T.L, Murray, £50. (And hacd Bend).
Hauraki Engineers under Cept. J.S, Small, have for honorary Captain Major Atkin-
son (late Premier of New Zealand), 14C, including bress band. Thames Rifle
Rangers, under Capt. R. Farrell, 120 including fife and drum bard. Native Corps
46 urder Capt. Taipari. Naval Veolunteers, commandéd by Capt. £.T. ¥ildmern, 165
including fine brass band, 2 24 pounder field pieces and smart 1little gunboat.
Scottish Cadets commanded by Capt. Mennie. S5t. George's Naval Cadete by Lieut.
White. In the next few years much faded out.

1880. VOLUNTEER FORCE, &taff - Msjor T.lL. Murray, Comm anding. Drill Instr
ca

1885. VOLUNTEER FORCE; STAFF - lieut-Col. Lyon, Commepding. Masjor Shepherd,
Adjutant. Drill Imstructor, lisut, J. Grant. Thames Rifle Rangers, under Capt.
W. Lucas, they number 55. The Kawal Artillery are commanded by Ceptain E.T. Wild
man, and muster about &0, and a2lso possese a fine wrass band; they have two fiel
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In thoee days roller skatingi a& mentioned ir Jupe at the Columbia Rink, re-
guired live music, and was very popular in Thames &t this time.

By November, 1888, steamer excursions were starting up. They normally nad
band music. Alsg for Chrisimas,

tl1eoc for New Year 15889, which wse felt to be somewhat brighter. The Waihi
Company had just spent £50,000 in work and mschinery, including that made at the
two Thames foundries.

Thames lost the Waiotahi Flat as a recrestion area, it being surveyed irte
blocks for sale on February 20, 1889,

In June there was a gold rush to Kusotunu, irom which Thames got some berefit.

. : in usur-f-rhm was meher of Toe wse @ The
Christmas passed wéthout special note. bmdnf‘l"h&'—fhm ﬁwﬁ#iv? lf&-imuh'tm
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lLikewise the New Yemr of 1890, except for an optimistic review of mining.

Tepders were being called for the purcheee of the still beasiiful Teraru Bardens.

ﬁlnua»y Z
There was scope of bands on > i, 1890, when all lNew Zealard celebrated

ithe Jubilee of New Zealand as & Colony 50 yeare before.”

By April, Thames was showing the effects of zome revival ¢f mining investment,




