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July €&, 1906. Thames Borough accepted for the livrary a photographic shield
taken in 15877 "of the old No. 2 Hauraki Hifles, The strergth of the company,
includine officers and men, FIFE AND DRUM BAND, numbers 115. The compeny at that

time wzs under the commend of Papt. Paul and lLieuts. Denty. Haszard and Smell."
P h

July 21, 1905. Hauraki Rifles carried on under W,S, Glark as lieut. Commandin
and Thzmes KNo. 1 Rifles * under H, Fearee a6 Cartair Commending.

There were references in July and August to Volunteer shooting contests. On
pupust 30 there was reference to 'the difficulty of keeping a Volunieer corps
together in s mining community owirg to the shifting nature of the population.”

There was more shout Bhooting contests in September and October.

Octcber 12, 1906. Haurski Rifles snd Thames No. 1 Rifles had a cards tournz-
ment in the Hauraki Rifles drill hall,

fictober 29, 190t, The Battalion Bernd was £till under bsendmaster A. Clarke.

December 10 and 11, 190£, had much abtout shooting and a belt with ghields for
ﬁinn&rs,é] caw the belt and recorded the names, etarting with February &3, 1207,
and fipithine with "Private A, McCellum, Parswei, Oct. 1971, The first winner
wzE Bugler Sydney Sparke, of Tararu, Primary Schocl Corps. After 7911 the
Volunteers would be absorbed by the Territorial system. )

Jenusry 18, 1907. No. 1 Thames Rifles (ex Navals) and Heurski Fifles were to
go to Farawai '"for their annusl camp of instruction.'

January 24, In cemp. Colonel Porritt put the Volunteers through some Satial-
jon drill, it beinp too wet for a sham sttack on the camp by Faeros Volunteers,

There were mentions of Volunteere in February and Msrch, in comnnection with
camps and shocting.

april L, 1907. Frederick Michael Syms was gazetied to te a lLieutenant of

"Wumber 1 Company Tnames Volunteers."

april 16, There wes a reference to the Hauraki Band, ara Waiokaruka School
Cedets. .

jf May 1, 1507. Thomas Gavin, formerly of Thames, now at %e Arochs, reminisced

/ avout hie Volunteer experiences. He said he joined the Raval Brigade in 1868,

[  used to drill in a Customs shed at Auckland under Ceptain Grant, drill instruct-
or., (This suggests Thames Navals an offshoot from tuckland). He was with the
Naval Brigade till it went to Psrihska. They Were two mboths sways All hed been
engaged for 3 months, but in spite of that engagemert they orly received ¢ menthe

r peye "This piece of financial menoeuvering was the mesans of bresking mp wolun-

| teering st Thames," So strong was the feeling sgainst the Defence Department

| that Johrn Bryce, the Minister for Defence &b that time, wae burnt in effigy at
the Thames, His company wse onlp allowed to be 100 stromg, but they had 50 over
thet number.

He remembered two men coming cver the mountain track ¥o Te Archa - there wae
ro other rpadé ir those days, ssking him te go to Thames ready to proceed to Fari-
hakaz. Major Murray sent word that the men wented him to go with them. #e went T
Tnemes, and anrounced toc the Corpe what the situstion was, and ordered all those
mén who would go to Parihakes to stepr twe pacee forwsrd, to which every man respon
sed. Parinska was the wind up of voclunteerirg, snd it had never looked up eince.

Tt was noted on May 24 that Empire Dsy had been %ell observed, particularly

| by =choole, with excursions by water from Auckland, and on May 25 it was reported
1 that the Eattelion Bend had collected over £600 for charitable snd distressed

| cases and now was making a collection for ite own funde for the first time in
55
15 years.




