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Aupust 13, 1207. ‘"Ehould the Volunteer Iorce rot be mairtsined, or brought Up
toc sn efficient stete, volunteering has had its last chance, says the first re-
pert of the Council of Defence, submitted to Parliement. The 3] ternative is =&
syetem of universasl or compulsory training, whertty the burden of service in the
defence force will be more evenly distributed.”

tugust 29, 1907. Heuraki Bsnd had a corcert in the Oddfellows' Hall, with it-
ems such a&s "Sweet Gerpevieve," "Coon Sorg," "4 Motor Ride,'" and "When the ¥ind
Elowe From the Sea."

Septs 4. Volunteer troubles were put down to need for better finencial silow-
ances for reguirements.

Steptember 21, 1907, (Saturday). The No. 1 Thames Biflems gpd Battalion Band
had their snousl excursion to Coromandel,

ffn September 26, 1907. With New Zesland becoming a Dominion, and her Fremier a

prime Minister, Sir Joseph Werd, the Themes Volunteers paraded for the first
Dominion Day. '"On and after the 26th day of September, 1907, shall be called and
known by the title of the Domipion of New Zesland."
The Dominion Day proclamation was reasd on Victoris Reserve, Thames, by Mayer
srch, Burns and he presented colours to the Znd (Hauraki) Battalion of Wolunteere
Colonel Porritt, officer commanding Ne. 2 Eattalion, was in charge of military
proceedings, snd Sergeant-Major McDonnell as executive officer locked after the
details, Units present were :-
No. 7 Thamee Rifles, Capt. H. Pearse and Lieuts. Epraggon ard Syms.
Hauraki Rifles, Capt. W.S, Clark and Lieut: Hetherington and Surgecn-Captsin
Or. lapreik.
Portion of Chinemuri Rifles (Paerca), Capt. Nathan.
Battslion Eand - Bendmaster Clarke.
Public School Cadets :-
Keuaeranga Schocl, Capt. T.%., Hammond. (Borm 1869, died 1967).
Wasiokaraka School Noe. 1 & 2 Coye., Ceptaims, Ferpgpuson and Newton.
Tararu School, Cspt. Russell,
Farawai Scheol, Capt. Trimmer.
The Cadet Battalion (Hauraki) Pand, under Conductor Anderson.

Jctober 17, 1907. "The goldfields pecple are notably musical and it is suppos
ed that the reasor ie= that there are £o many Cornish snd Welsh among miners."

Dece 5. Heference to recently formed Te &rohsz Town Eand.

1008 saw the Waiotahi bonanza fsdinpg out, withn plens for & Thames town hall
zlresdy being shelved on January 321.

Fetruary 15, 1908. B8ir Joseph G. Ward, PFrime Minister, visited Thames, &nd
there was a big evening reception at Victoria Fark. There were strings of Chin-
ese lanterns, and 211 available chairs snéd forme for the ladies, (The ladies had
been publicieing that they had not beep invited.) Werd was pleased at the change
from a hall te "the canopy of heavern." EHe wae sure the largest hall in Thames
would rnot have held a quarter of those present.

The Battalion Band was there under Conductor Clarke

March 1f. The United Friendly Societies had held 2 big Hospital Sunday Demon-
straticn st Victoris Reserve. Msrehalling wae done by Major Lucas of the Volun-
teers and the Thsmes Battalion Band, undsr Conductor A. Clarke, snd the Hauraki
Fand under Conductor A. Williams, led the procezsion to Thronged Victoria Park.

March 20, 1t was poted there wae new life for the Karangahake Hend (bandmas-
ter Robinson), which was playing on the Mackaytown Domair. (Dominion status had
‘suced a New Zezsland wide revival of interest.)

april %, 190b, At a campe for Thames and Ohiremuri school cadets at Omahu

g
there were &4k of 2l] ramke, presumzbly includirg bend members,

Mey 1. 108, Themes now had two valuasble reservee where not long before there
were twe unsightly holes, "where broker tottles, jampots and kerocene tine caught
the eve, &nd mud and elime oozed up on contact., " The Victoria Reserve was 168
feet by 80 feet, with 100 trees and 12 seais. The Land Rotunda was 21 feet in




