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accordingly nrow came irnto the news, distress being newsworthy.)
Octcber &, 1931. (Thames Star).

M"REGIMENTAL BAKRD IN UNSATIEFACTORY POSITION. REORCANISATION NECESSARY. MH.
A« WILLIAME AS EANDMASTER.™

"A meeting of citizerns interested in the Regimental Band was held in the [rill
Hall, Mackay Street, last evening, Mr. W.B. Macdonald keing in the chair.

“"Mr. H. Brownlee explsined that since the retrenchment of the Defence Depart-
ment by the Government, the positien of the Hand had been unsstisfactory. Lieu-
tenant k., Clarke had given up his position as Bandmaster, and Mr, G. Fisher, whe
had been appointed in his place, hed aleo vaceted the pesition. Unless scme
steps were taken to reorganise the Band, THE UNIFORMS AND INSTRUMENTS WOULD EE
CALLED IN, AKD THE BAKD CEASE TO FUNCTION.

"Several of those present spoke regarding the unfortunate position ir which
the Band was placed, and a lengthy discussion ensued on the Bubject of the Band-
master,

"It was unanimouely resolved to recommend to Headquarters, Faeroca, thet Wr. A.
Williame be appointed Bandmaster, and thet Mr, Williame be acked to tazke charge
B soon as possible, pendizg cornfirmstiorn of his sppointment.

"The gquestion of orgmenisineg players for the Band was diecussed, and it was de-
- cided to extent an epen irvitaticn to bandsmer, ex-bardsmen and playere to -oirn
up under the corductorship of Mr, Williams,

"It was resolved tc comnvene ancther meeting of bandemen, ex-bandemen eand citiz
ens, to be held in the Driil Hall, Mackay Strcet, on Monday, October 12, 1931, =&
& p.m., and Mr. Macdonald was appointed to take the chair for the meeting."

Voete of thanks to Chairman for able manner conducted meeting by acclamation.

October 15, 1931.
"RE-ORGANISED. THE REEGIMENTAL BAND. COMMITTEE FORMED."

"A meeting called to further the re-organisatiocn ¢f the Regimental
Band waes neld ir the Drill] Hall, Mackay Street, om Mcndey evening. Mr. W, E,
FcDerneld was ir the chair, and there vas an attendance of 25, while & apclogies
were received,

"It was resclved to appoint a Committee, consisting of 5 tandsmern and 3 citiz-
eng, teo control the affairs of the Band, and the follewing were appointed ;-
Messrs. He Brownlee, F., Clarke, A. Cameron, A. Mcllvride, F. Mortimer (Eandsmen)
W.B. McDonzld, G. Fearn snd A, Carrett (Citizenms.)"

{The last was Superintendent of the Veolunteer Fire Brigade, with its clese
lipks to the Band., Which was becoming orphaned from the Defence Department by
starvatioen,while the 3 citizens ¢n the Committee now forged presaged the shift
in the rext few yesrs to s citizen instead of military status.)

"Mr. A, Williame tkanked the members for his appointment. FHe thought that ne
had finished with active band work, but in the circumstances he was gprepared to
&tep into the breach and do his utmest to Turther the band's welfare. Strict
discipline was essential to the efficient working of the band, snd as the rules
covered the positior well he trusted they would be enforced.

"Mr., W,B, NcDonsald offered his services tc coach the band in drillinr and marct
ing on one or twec rights 2 month, the offer being accepted with thanke,

"Mr, E, Brownlee wee re-elected secretary, and 8 vote of thanks was accorded
the ¥Thameg Star' for the publicity piven te the Band,

"kt a subseguent meeting of the committee, Mr. W,BE, McDonzld was elected chair~
man, and it was decided to meet on the first Nonday of ezch merth."

(ke reperts were found on searching Thames Star files for November and Decem-
ver, 1931, of such monthly meetinge.)




