o, Bands.

I the next couple of days the Band would be called uporn for a much bigger
evert, the real end of the War with the surrender ef Japan on August 15, 1645,

My own notes made at the time sre used here. (It may zleo be mepticmed that
ir the Pacific, including amorg the Maoris of Vew Zealand, rair i& regarded as
arp auspicious sign.)

hAugust 15. There wae hesvy rzin in the morning.

In the afterncon, all was in tumult, with flags aleng the store. An old fire-
bell by the Foundry was refitted wiih pull wire by btoys and 2 ladder.

In the street there was an impromptu Procession in rough fancy costumes, more
meving thar any &set demcrnstration, and linked in a succession of arm rows.

August 1€, 1In the afterncon there wae little doing - people waiting for
eomething to happen a& soomn as official initiative.

There were free moving pictures for children, but they were not able to get tk
filme they would hsve liked, as everytning waes shut ir Rucklard.

In the evening of August 16 there took place: 'Frocession of four countries;
England (John Bull), U.S5.A. (Uncle Sam), Russia {Peter the Greatish individusl)
and China (Chinese recidents in ordinary clothes and women in ceclourful Chinese
drecscee.) CSome more multi-mixed lorries of nondescript significances. A spear-
pierced hanging Tojo znd big cenron, one with a water scuirt. Progession given
mass ard real spectaculariness by 700 tec 1,000 torch bearers - dry flax sticks."

Happy idea of going to the Hoepital and stopping, while the BAND played selec-
tione,

Then to benfire - like a high tree - msnuka brush snd good lasting lege - scme
cne knew his busipess - fine show of khurdredes of flaming spesre of torches and
paper streamers flung into the benfire. Fireworks spoiled by dribs and drabs of
renny packets of rockets here and there.

About 5,00C people, Home just irn time fer bed.

Ag regards the weather for the official celebrations or the evening of August
16, this was fine, with a bright moon in & serene sky. That meant little wind,
¥hich was fortunate for a private bonfire, as it wse fourd to be close to a shed
for storing gelignite explosives ,but fortunately what wind there was was wlowing
away from it. The private bonfire ¥as in a commanding position or the prow of
one of the great heaps of mine debtris which were later levelled te make the Mcara
faiari Flat.

FKear the official bonfire, the Volunteer Fire Brigade put on ore of their time
honcured acts of burning down & mock house. A fire of flax sticks was eet under
it, with a bottle of kerosene to get it going, and socr there wae s fierce fire
and it burned down completely.

(ks referred tc seversl times in these pagee, there wae long standing co-cper-
ation betweer the Barnd and the Veolunteer Fire Brigade, whose spectacles were much
ernhanced by having music. Both "The Darktown Fire Brigade " and burning a house
(with heroic savee etc.), ususlly the burning of a house as part of the Darktown,
were much enjoyed, however much repeated over the yeare, with the same time hal-
lowed jokes by Mr. Bonee and his etooges, "ind the Pand played on.")

The Band Minutes would continue ae if notkhing had happened.




