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Wo understand that a criminal action for
libel ia abou to be brought against the proprie-
tors of the ‘Auckland Evening Star by Captain
Frner,. Resident Magisteate of this place, for
the statements recently published in that news-
paper a3 comments on the late specimen crush-
ing at Mannings,-and the remarks of the

magistrate on' the action of the police in the
matter. Messts Gillies and Hesketh havg been

}* tetained for the prosecution.

il

 Wo are informed that it is the intention of

-"Captain Brassey and the officers of -the Navals,
with the assistance of the company’s honorary
members, to at once obtain & boat for the use
of the corps. - We hope thab they will receive
some assistance from the Governmentto pay for
the hoat.

The, choir of 8k, . George's Church was

" - girengthened last evening by the amistance of

the Misses Fannio and Isabella Carandini, who
favoured the choir with their presence,

The auxiliary screw schooner on the stocks ab
Mr R. Stone's yard in Shortland will be
Isunched with this mornings tide, aboub half;
past 8 o'clock, She will ‘be namep the ¢Ema,
‘Messrs Holines Bros.’ new puddio-steamer
¢ Hauraki,' intended for the Auckland, Coro:
mandel, and* Thames trada. will elso be
Jaunched with this morning's tide ab the build-
ing yavds, North Shore, Auckland.

The Auckland ‘Provineial Council will mech
‘on the 1st of May next, " Alterations and jm-
provemonts are being made in the Council
“Chambers, : :

" The Rev. C. M. Nelson officiated ot St.
Qleorge's Church ‘yesterday, and preached before
full cangregations,

The ¢.8. *Hero’ is due in Auckland this
- (Monday) evening, from Melbourne"and
Sydney, and is announced to leave again on
Triday. o

Special sermons were preached at the Con-
gregations} Church yesterday, on the occasion
of the second anniversary of the church, In
the forenoon the Rev. B. O Butland's discomse
was'chiefly directed te.showlng that the Con-
gregationalts: followed - the _practice of the
churches established by the Apostles, so far as

- we could obtain information from Seripture
‘He also narrated the history of the Congrega-
tionalists, and showed: what they had done and
were doing, :In the evening the Rev Mr
Sharpe preached; « On Tuesday. evening &
goirea s to be held iu -the. Congregational
‘Churéh, st which the: Rev, Warlow Davies and
Captain-Daldy, of Auskland, are expected to be
Present, R :

“ M Whitaker and M Weston were engaged
‘on Saturddy in obtaiuing the information neces-

" gy to" enable: theti ‘to’ make cluynspn the

compaties’ benefited by 'the operations ‘of the
‘Punping Association’ ‘ The arfaag "'Of'ﬂlls
matter will be -trdablesdue and -diffiealt, as
“thete are 4 nuiiberof - complex eléwents to be
taken juto consideration, = Mr Whitaker and
My Westor have arangel for-a- number of
suryegs and estimates to+bo made to:enable
thidm to come to o conclussion. Theywill leave
“for  Auekland to-day, bt witl rebirn in about
 fortyight, -when' the surveys required have
been finished, * * * Cee
. The Carandini Company appedred af e
"Academy, of Music on Saturday evening, * The!
pit . aud, gollery , were ceniimed, bt thers
wos only sparse attendance in’the fiust seafs,
~which are alwaya badly attended on a Ssburday
.night,, Singe the company ladh appeate at the
TPhanics, 1t has lost Miss Rosina, who had all
the qualities of a good vocalist in high degres.
Her, place_has: been supplied by the Misses
Tsabella and Lizaie, and Mr eorge” Cotterell,
who gives variety by his comic songs dnd impor-
.sonations, o the first part, Miss Lisie
wag encored in **The Brindiai il Segeetto,” from
Lucreia Borgia, M Gordon'ia ** Will-o“the-
- Wisp,” and Miss Franni¢ in the soog “Love's,
‘Request.”. At the end of the firsh patt, Mr
‘ Cotterell “gave some smusing ¢ Sketches- of
" Character,” with comic song.  The second part
contaiued some excellent musio, which wag well
,renderel, and there gau o no doubt thiat with
.cars, and - culbure,” $he” two youoger - sisters,
* Candini will make. most effective vocalists,
Mr Cotterell gave with great efféct *“Three,
SLittle Pigs,” and in answer to an encore sang,
a medley of Masri and English; which was
" excsedingly smusing.” We understaud that the,
-company will” be here “fer only three evenings,
and we have no doubs ‘thiey will have crowded
houses, ~ S
% Martinet, late of No. 1 Royals,” writes:—

“To the Editer.~Sir,~-Who Would have
" thought sorme’ six months ago, $hat of alltha
 Volunteér conipanies on th field, - No, 1 Royals
“ ghoitld have been the one to be disgraced ab the

annual inspection by the ‘new: broom.’  The
* canses for our deficieney- I-ascribe. to the fol-
 owidg: —1st, the withdrawal of s0 many of its
best membersto the Waikato militia ; 2nd,to
* thesincompetence of $he licutenant when taking
command ; and last, but nob. least, to. the
outrageous: conduct of & certain non-commis.
gioned - officer under the: influence of liquor,
* Now, without presuming to teach tho staff or
cany member of it their duty, I wo_qld
siinply - Temark ~-that . the . eergequt-major
- ghould have : given ordera for -the . arrest
- or vemoval of said non-commissioned officer ;
this would have -cnabled us to concentrate our

. attention to the words of command, which

under the circumstances was an impossibility,

Taking all . these things info consideration,
" Major Qfrdon might have overlooked our
" shortdomiugs; ot st least put the blame on the

"~ proper shoulders I am -confident that i this

company had" s fair chonge they would bnve
~-aquitted themeelves creditably. I understand
" that thie Seotfish were to hnve been inspected

on $he first night, biat *Captain Murray veed
“gorde influence and gotit deferred to the last,
- Of ecurse poor No.-1 had to stand the first
.:btunt;—any -time . would' suit. . I ‘have

.+ no doubt:that ; the " publie of the -Thames hive

-.nobiced: the career. of this ;'company during
it five yeard' existence, being envolled shortly
-after the Poverty Bay massacre., They have a
various™ times - offered . their services to the
Government, -ond ;which have since beed

. actepted, .- I venture o say thab the resigna-
tion of this company will be Tooked upon by
the public, as well a8 by their comrades, with
togret, that through:sn, unfortunate ehain of
accidenty, they should have been snubbed and

. ingilted as to ‘render- such a step necessary,
1 have no hiesitation in saying thab with & fort.

¢ night's drill the No. 1 would 'be ss efficient a

- any company on the field, or in the colony,” r

" Mr Samuel Young wiltes as* follows on the

" Hicenaing question:=*To the Kditor,~Sir,—[ |

—-gha!] be obliged if you will insert & few remarky
I am desirous of laying befora the public on thig

"+ fubject, espedially'on bhe part of tho objestion

" tomy licende, - With tregard to myself, | may

* gay, with some degre’ of satdsfaction, tha ny
chatncter-for integrity has been well known

.1+ thizoughout this portion of the colony for some
years past, and my former churacter in the
. other colonies, whers I b}vq sojourned some

“years also, “always - having’ paid my dobts

Wherever 1 have beon af the ‘rate of 20s in the
pound, and have never beon ashamed to meot
any of those with whom I have ab any time had
business transactions; and “since taking wpou

« “‘myself “the responsibility -of * &- publican,
* 1 defy any man to say I have been remiss in

*" any way in my datg, or that my house has been

+*<condueted in other thau that of respectability ;

but #till Lam to bo made o butt of by 2 set of
men asduning o themselves-the right to dic.
tate- morality to:their neighbours. On xeflect-

** “{dg upon this subject I am led to make a fow'
enquiries, and leave them to reply. Who are the

lealing men of this seb?. Can they hoast of so

. excellent a character?- Have they always been

able tolay a clean sheet before their creditors?
Of what starding are they in the commanity to
which they belong !~ Wit right have they to
dictate morality, at the same time practising
. other pernicious courses, entailing grief - and
* Josses upon their poor benighted dupes? Surely
such men ought not to be allowed to dictate to
% whole community as to what is or not a breach
of public morality. -Idefy them, or some of
them, to answer the foregoing questions in a
satisfactory manner.. “I wou'd advise: them  to

. retire to fresh fields to practice theic tricks, or

to look more atrictly to their own business, and
not aspire to matbera above’them,” when they
might i time become more respected and
 hetter “members of the wocioly to which they
Jelong"~Aavr, . :

A meeting of the Thames Football Club was
held on Saturday evening, There was & fair
attendance, Mr Gore was voted to the chair
A commitiee was formed, consisting of Mesas®
Gore, Gudgeon, Crasford, Whitford, Robinson,
Swanson, and Abrabams, Mr Lonovaa was
elected sccretary and treasurer, It was decided
to have a mateh next Saturday, and a meeting
afterwards to adopt nules, ¥e. It is.expected
that there will be a good foothal team this year,

as there are several good players among late
artivals, :

The Coromandel Mail is severe on some
Goverment official there. In Thursday's
issue we find the following:—* We wish to
give one word of warning, and in giving it we
mean it.  There is o Weneral Government
ofticer contributing to the miserable rag across
the way, in direct contravention of the rales of
the service, - liven the réstranseribing of his
productions has not been sufficient for conce:l-
ment, and evidence on the subject has been
placed at onr service, We wish to dono
injury, bub we say for once, refrain,”

Mr G, Sibbin, auctioneer of Auckland, re
ports spirited bidding for 250 Mulbum-in-Parvo
gold miuing shares, staried ab 1d each, and
ultimately kuocked down &)l‘ £212,

The s.5, ¢Ladybird’ left Onehunga for the
South on Friday with the following passengers :
—Saloon~Mr and Mrs Hooper-and ohild, Mr
Turton and two childven, Mrs aod Misy Thorpe,
Mesars J, Wallace, b, Bennett, &, E. alderton,
@. T. McPherson, F, H, Lewisson, and Mrs A,
Walker, :

The Auckland Sfar says:—*'1tis the down.
right rascality that is brought ‘to bear in the
conbrol and working of mines that has disguated
investors, and led to the complete collapse
which has followed every period of activity in
tho, mining market. And agaiost this, we
would direct the efforts of all who have become
interested in mining properties, nob with the
view of selliog with the first rise in the market,
but in the hope' of securing a fair return on
their capital. While largely incteased invest-
ment in mining in a legitimate way is worthy
of all encouragement, and is indeed justified hy
the improved prospects of ;n'nuy mines ab the
Thames and Coromandel, evérything approach-
ing excitement or wild speculation is to be
deprecated as playing into tho hands of the
jnggling fraternity.  Without doubt many
mining properties are now selling very much
below their fair value, a state of matbers easily
traceable to the utter wans of confidence in the
management of our mining companies. The
recent_declaration of o dividend of £3 per
share by the Old Whau has no doubs had much
influence in directing the thoughts of ontsiders
to the bright side of mining speculation, and
led them salmost to forget the horrors of the
Official Ageney 'under which all have more or
less smarted.  Bub even in the case of this
compaoy, which has recouped half the market
price of the shares in one dividend, there are
unpleasant recollections of * starving out' which
the original holders of the ground will not
soon forget; and althongh it may be use-

less to ery over apilled milk,’ we ¢aunot
reasonably blame those who have becoms
the vickims of misplaced cotfidence if they do
give vent to their diswatisfaction ab beiog
called up to seé others reap richly the harvest
which they had sown, and be fully conscions at
the same time that they were duped into . the
forfeiture of their just rights, We know that
this is, more or less, the experfence of. mining
communibies everywhere, and an instance of |
the kind is given in our lash San Francisco ex-
changes, which contains the particulars of the
starving out of English capitalists from a rich
Californian wine just prior to the declavation
of extraordinary dividends; but 1f is none the
less neeessary that we should guaxd, against it
hera as far ag possible. Jf miniug were car-
ried on with anything approaching honesty
there would be feweér companies crippled by
the non-payment'of calls, and the services of
the Official Agrat would be less frequently-
called into vequisition, .

“On Priday evening, bebween seven and eighit
o'clock, a fire reflected in the sky was seen in
the divection of Epsom, Mounted Constable
Bullen” immediately took horse, and rode oit in
the direction indicated by the glave, Upon
arriving 4t the old racecourse, ab Epsom, he
found a building, known as Potter’s Barn, the
property of Mr Potter, in flames, * It was then
Tazed o the ground, and the whole being
rapidly reduced to ashes, From particulars we
have obtained, it appears that two jockeys were,
in charge, having under their care three race-
horses, two the property of Mr Young, and cne-
owned by Mr Marks,” In the- building was
about n tou of hay and between thicty and
forty pounds’ worth of saddlery. . The two men
‘bad left the barn to go to Mr Gwynn's
Botel. It wag soon after this that -the:
building was seen : to be “in Hames,
Mr Gwyon, accompanied by Mr John
May and My Leonard immediately hastened to
‘the spot, when they discoveced the flames had’
taken'so greab & hold upon the timber that:
there was o chance of saving it, even if

divected theiv efforts. to securing the safety of
the houses, and by much trouble and at some
personal risk suceeeded in ‘doing so. Nothing
else wag saved ; the hay, saddlery, and barn,
valued. ot £400, were complebely consnmed,’
The building wag not insured, and. the logs falls
albogether on Mr Potter.—Herald,

At an inquest on the body of Joseph Red.
shaw, who committed suicide in Auckland, the
followiog evidence was given by deceased’s
son :—¢ He found deceased hanging by his necl
in the salt-house, from a rafter, by the clothes.t
line produced. He called Shaw, who cut the'
deceased down:  Witness thea took the ropeoff
the neck, . The rops was fastened by a runnivg
poose, ~The body was*warm, but the hands
were cold. The arms were haoging ab his
sides, and bis mouth was open. Life appeared
fobe quite extint. -His fees were two feol
niné inches from the floor. Immedintely
behind the body thers wis o harel, from
which deceased appeared to lave thrown him-
gelf,  Decensed wag dressed in the ugual
mainer.  Witness - put the hody in =
carty and took it to the honse, whote the
jury had seen it Affer this he wont for
Dr. Stockwell, and then gave information to
the police.  He last saw deceased alive at 10
o'clock on the previous morniog, and he seemed
vather depressed in spirits, He was perfectly
gober ab that time, and told witness that he

| {deceased) had to go to the Harp of Erin Hotel

for a bullock, snd fnstrocted  him to take some
Aollow, into town, - After this conversation
witness did not sece deceaged alive. He was
ptrange in- bis habits at times, and had met
with heavy losses in business during the last
three weeks., He was in debt to the extent of
sbout £1,000, About eight years ags he
attempted to commit suicide by taking
laodanum, A -that time he was suffering
from delitium tremens, and his life was
saved by o strong emetic, He had said in
witness's presence that ‘it .way enough to
make a man do away with bimself when
he was shorb of money, In July last he
Joined thg Bood Templars, but praviously he
had been iu the habit of drinking heavily, and
bad moffered from delirium tromens several
times,  ‘Aboub a fortnight ago he had an at-
tack of dysentery, and somebody advised him
o take brandy,  He did 5o, and onbinued to
drick 1o excess till the time of his death,
Wibaess had heard that deceased was suffering
from delitjum tremens on the night before his
death. o owed witness about £15 for wages
and money lent,~The jury returnod the fol-
Jowing verdich :— That the decesed died by
his owns act, and under his own hand, whilst in
astote of temporary ingznity.” ’

An American editor cautions his tall readers
against Kissing short women, ag the habit hns
xendered him exceedingly round-ghouldered.

Holloway's  Pills,~ Mome,
rounded as we are by
Uecomes our duty to g
impurities from tho by

less.” Professor Holloy soVere
capibio of ol way lias discoveted a medicine

g this all-important point, and he
generously placed 3t within uul: reach o?tho i)oorest.
His Pills guard the conatituents of the Dlood, which,
whon contaminaed or destroyed, permit fovers, in-
{lammatious, and other malndics to ren riob through
and undecmyne tie systom, or conslgn their vietims
to untimely tombs, Tn alarious districts and un-
healthy towns, those Pills, after silontly proving
themgelves the host protectors agalnst fevers, d,,
have, within the Inst few years, heeu adopted f)y the
yrofession and publle,~jADVT,

nentous  Inqutry.—Sur-
excibing causes of disease, it
celt sone means of expelling
0dy, or rendering them harm.

means - had been ab hand. The three thea |
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GREAT FIRE IN AUCKLAND,

Avorranp, Saturday, 7 p.m.

A great fire is raging in Queen-street.
The premises of King, chemist;
Marshall, fruiterer; Redfern, phote-
grapher; W, J. ‘Huest, produce mer-
chant; Cheal, hatedresser ; and Seymour,
fruiterer, have already been burat down,
The Southern Cross and Tvening Star
offices and Vailo’s drapery buildings are
in great danger.

- §pm
¢ The fire7is confined to the -block of
wooden buildings between Vaile's, the
draper, and the Southern Cposs, both of
which are of brick. These were long in
danger, especially the Cross office, but the
brick walls stood well,

The five originated .in King's, the

chemist, who was taking down  bottle of
turpentine, and broke it against another
vessel, the chemical steam of which
ignited at the gas,and flamed up so rapidly
that Mr King had to rush out without
waiting to take even the cash oul of the
till. The shop was a dry, wooden build-
ing, and it burst out in a flamo in o fow
minules, Mr Redfern, the photographer,
occupied the upper storey of King's
building, and his place was destroyod
beforo anything could be saved. Mar-
shall’s, the fruiterer, adjoining, ignited im-
mediately, aud burned with great rapidity,
The fire in the meantime extonded.
towards the Cross, carrying away
Hughes's oyster shop; Seymour’s, tho
froiterer; Cheal’s, the barber; Towns.
end’s, produco merchant; and W, J.
Hutst's, preduce and™ coal merehant.
The sight buildings destroyed ecovered
not more then 150 fest of frontage.
When all were a mass of flame the heat
wag intense, and only closing all the
shops on the opposite side of the streets
and great exertions on the roofy saved
them from ‘extending over there, The
Southern Cross stood in the greatest
daoger.  The engine-room was several
times on fire, Ultimatoly great exertions
saved it, though the wall was damaged
by heat. The water supply was most
inefficient, The fire engines were useless;
though tho firemen and volunteers ex-
erled themselves to the utmost. The
block was just permitted to barn out,
exertions being divectod to saving” the
neighbouring premises. The insurances,
8o far a3 ascertained, are :—Norwich
Union, £1,200; New Zealand, £1,500;
Victoria, £1,500; Royal, £100; South
British, nothiag. )
Chisholm's house at the What was
also burned to-night. It was insured in-
the New, Zealand office, but the amount
is not known. : '
Itis probable 'that, the ship ¢ Dovette’
will bo admitted to:pratique in a day or
‘two, and the pdssengers in-a short time
later. No fresh cases  have < ocourred,
Application has:been made to the Board
of Health by the keeper for four con-
stables to' prevent the singlo ‘female im-
migants’ froi  twandering " about *the
island with the male passengers. The
application - has . been granted.—Share-
market:—Sales: National Baak, 753;
South British}iTnsurance, 50s; Moana-
taiari, 373; Alburnia (now issus), 33s;
Gty of London, 24s; Tokatea, 10y 6d;
Queen of the May, 11s'3d; Old Whau,
£6 28 6d; Cure, 63 9d. Buyers: Cale-
donian, £9 23 6d ; City of London, 24s;
Red Queen, 18 64 ; Watchman, 43 104
Weitemata, 4s; Bird-in-Hand, 16s;
Coliban, 10s, sellees, 12s; Thames, 62 6d,
sellors, 663, IR

The brig ¢ Albion," which hed been
loading sleepors in the Kaulkapakapa
river, while coming out got ashore on the
rocks, and broke her back. She now lies’
with four feot of water in her hold. - She
is ownod by Messra Henderson and Mae-
farlane, of Auckland, nad is reparted to
be insured for £2,000. '

Sunday, 10.30 am,

The five last night was confined to the
premises named, although the substantial
briok buildings oceupied by the Svuthesn
Cross and Vaile's drapery had narrow
‘escapes. ‘The premises destroyed were
all of wood,” and the .-conflagration
was checked by Vaile's at one end,
and the Southern Cross at-the other:
Tho buildings were all old, aud quickly
demolished as the fire got firm Lold.
Great'exertion was' pub forth to prev.en

rear of those buraing; which included the
Hooning..¢ar office, had very narrow
esonpes, and at ono time''there wag great
danger of the fire ,extending. '
The buildings destroyed wore all
ownod by Mr W. Goodfellow, of Ota-
huhu, and were insured in the Noreich
Union for £700, aid in the Seottish Cor
mercial for £300. Mr Hurst's stock was
ingured in the Victoria Offise for £700;
Marshall's in the Royal, for £100 ; King's
in the New Zesland, for £700 ; Towns.
end’s stock in, the New Zealand, for
£500; Seymour’s stocl “in'the New Z ea-
land, for £200; Redfewn's stock in the
New Zealand, for £100,

The following is & summy of the
logses sustained by the insurance ofioes :
New Zealand, £1,500; Norwich Union,
£700;  Scottish Commercial, £500 ;
Royal, £100; Vietoria, £700,

In addition to the insurances men-
iioned, some losses on damage to Vaile's
buildings and the Soutkern Cross ofico
will fall ehiefly on the Norwich Ution,

(rnox U oWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Tavnaves, Saturday.

The Lake district is beiug visited by
the ex-Promior, Mr Waterhouse, Com-
missioner Seed, Mr St. Hill, and other
woll-known gentlemen. 'They expross
greab admiration of the .wonders of the
district—~The Lands Court is sitling at
Horohoro under difficulties. 'The oficers
nro laid prostrate with influenza, Houi
Hana Lins been sixteen hours giving ovi-
dence: Mr G. Stewart determines on
selecting Katikati subjeot to the removal
of nativo roserves. Ha leaves to.day
ovorland via the Thames,

the spread of the flumes, Buildings in‘

SOUTHERN TELEGRAMS,

(Pev Anglo-Australiau Telegraph Press Agency.)
—_———— .

WerLinetor, Saturday.
Mr Baucke, whoso clains have been
before Parliament " frequaently, entered
an action at the Suprems Court against
the Hon, Mr Vogel, as the head of the
Government.  Plaintiff; conducted his
own case, and hos just been defeated
upon all the points.—Passengers ean now
bo booked hore for New Plymouth on the
West Coast, and Tauranga on the Fast
Coast, as well as to Taupo and the Hot
Lakes,—~Mr A, Young has obtained the

contractto Waipukarau and Napier,
Nzw Puysourm, Saturday.

The natives have sold acother bloele of
lsod to the Government. Mr Parris

yosterday made an advence of £100 upon
the purchase of the land, which lies be.

offer to the Government,

. Nezsow, Saturday,
Mr T. A. Tisher, morchant, recently
made an assignment. His provisonal
statement shows liabilities £30,269, and
assots £35,743, but the latter estimate is
not likely to be realised.

Lyrrrutow, Saturday.
The schooner ¢ Herald” cleared for Auck-
land with 2,200 bushels of wheab 4 tons
bran, 13 ton of cheese, 1 ton butter, &ec.

Duxenry, Saturday.
Captain Hutton has reported tho exist-
eties of a very valuable coal bed at Toko-
mairiro, extending over 60 square miles,
and estimated to contain 1,000,000,000
tons ¢aal, good brown, not lignite; and
Captain Hutton states it is tho most
valuable in the eolony, in seamy from 3
{0 20 feot thick. Au engineer is at onev
to be sent up on & survey, and & branch
line of railway, threo miles, is to be con-
strueted to convay it to the main line, It
is expected that cosl will be sold in

Dunedin for 125 per ton.

PATAL GUN ACCIDENT,
A rararn aceident occurred yesterday to
Mr John Duncan, of Shortland, It ap-
pefrs that early yesterday morning Mr
Duncan weat in a boat up the Themes
tiver, and is said to have ongaged iu a
pig hunt with some natives bayond Kiri-
kirl, Beyond the fact that by the acei-

dental discharge of his gun Mr Duncan
wag ahiot through the heart and killed in-

stantly, there have only vague particulars

of the occurrence transpired. It appaars
that Mr Pulleins, who happened to be up
in the vieinity of Kirikiri, was informed
of the occurrence by some Maoris, and
at orice rode in to town and gave informa.
fion at the Police-officain Shortland, It
issaid thatbhe natives are to bring the body
to Shortland, and n inquest will doubtless
be held to-day. ~Tho following are the
only particulars” which we have been
able to gather, ‘Duncan, it appears, wus
armed with a double-barrel gun, and with
on charge he shot 2 pig, which be placed
for safety in his boat,  He then reached
for his gun and caught it by the barrel,
drawing it towards him, but whether the
weapon was on full cock, or whether the
hamwer was drafn back by something
¢atehing agoinst it, we are not aware, At
all ovents, the shot went off when the
barrel was within ‘4 few inches of his
breast, and the charge lodged either in
his heart” or ifs immodiate vieinity.
Death was, of course, instantaneous, The
Maoris were considerably alirmed at the
circumstance, and were for some time
undecided as to what course they should
pursue, but wo learn that they fnall
determined to waib until *thetide
angwered and then bring the body down
to Shortland, My Duncan was well
known in Shortland, and was & man who
had 2 good- deal of influence with the
netives, with whom he had dealings to a
considerable extent, .o
Sineo the abova was in type, we have
received the following account, which we
beliove to be accurate ;~<Mr Duncan and
Tlizabeth, his Mdori wife, left Shortland
at about 9.30 a.m, yesterday, to go.pig-
lmatiag at Opani Point, the swampy lund
on- the opposite side of the mouth of the
Thames. He shot a pig, and was sitting
upon it, smoking; his gun, which- was
loaded with a bullet, was lying on the

to- another pig, and he reached for the
gun, it is presumed, to go to where the
dogs were, The muzzle of the gun was
towards him, and in pulling it to-him it
exploded, the bullet entering his left
breast, He- abt once fall back, and the
only word he spoke was to Klizabeth,
calling Ler “Woman" in Maori. He
breathed for some time, and eommenced
to bleed from the mouth and nose. Bliza-
beth stayed by him until his breathing
ceaged, and then she left and sttempted
to swim the Themss over to Kopu, but,
-was obliged to return,as the current was
then too strong.  She subsequently gob
over, aud wanted .the Kirikiri natives to
g0 back with her to where she left the
body, about a mile from the river, in &
swamp, but they were. afraid.. ;She then
came on to Shortland, arriving’ much
fatigued - and exhausted.. As -nothing
could be done in the dark, My Bullen

this morning,

THE VOLUNTEERS.
"THAMES SCOTRISI,

The anuual inspoction of the Thames
Seottish Volunteor Company, band, and
Cadets took place on Selurday evening, -
af seven o'clock, at their drill hull on the
beach.  Present — Captain  Murray,:
Lieutenants Doy and Johnston, Honorary:
Surgeon Kilgour, Quurter-Master Car-
penter, four sergesuts, oue pipe-mzjor,.
one bugler, nine recruits, and 50 rank:
and file, making 70 all ranks.  The band
mustered 18; and the Cadats 20, giving
for the wholo parade 2 total of ahout 108,
Major Gordon, the inspeoting officer, was
received by the company and Cadets with
a general salute, the band playiog a slow
march, Wo observed the major walk
down the lino and inspect the men while’
standing ab the present, and we should
think that even his eritical eys must have
boen pleased with the general steadiness
and eppearanco of the whole. The com-
pany were afterwacds pub through the
manual and platoon exercises, company.
square o receive cevalry, countor-
marching, & Twenby-five of the eow-
pany were pub through the bayouot
exercise in slow nad quick tims by the
ingpoctor. At the conclusion the men
were again formed in line, and Msjor
Gordon said: ~“ Thames Scottish, youare
doubtless aware that I am not given to
flattery, but I can say that my roport to
the Government will be a favourable one.
[ have' not inspected a betfer
drilled - Voluteer company in the

colony, although X. havg- met ag

tween two blocks alleged to be under |.

ground near him, His dogs fastened on |

arranged to send over & boal at daplight .

| place—he is merely & sojourner,

good, yob their muster was nothing
like yours. T would recommend you not
to rest satisfied with your present attain.
ments, however, but to go in for the
higher branches of drill, and particularly
the bayonet egercise.” In the {ntervalsof
drill, while the mon were standing at
ease, the band played several selections
of quickstep marches, During their
playing Major Gordon checked tho time
with his chronometer, and at the conelu.
sion complimented Bandmaster Mont.
gomery on hig close approximation to the
regulation step, Pipe-major Fothering.
ham was also called to the front, and
played several marches in excellent time,
The ecadets, who were commanded by
Hon, Captain Davy and Lieutenant
Phillips, were then put through rifle exer.
cises, and wheeling and marehing in
fours and file. The youngsters handled
their carbines well, and their marching
wag very good ; the wheeling was a little
unsteady consequent on some of the on-
lookers " being ocoasionally in the way.
After inspection there was a maveh out,
THAMES NAVAL BRIGADE,
Major Gordon made the anaual inspse-
tion of this corps on Saturday evening.
The brigado was put through the manual
and platoon exercise by Cnptain Brassoy
and afterwards by tho junior officers,
after whieh the Major took the company
into. his own hands and pat . the men

| through some drill $hat they littlo antici.

pated, after which he informed the officers
and men that the Naval Brigade had
only passed » tolerably good iuspection
as to their efficiency in dril), and then said
he had been inspscting the howitzers
during the day, and found that externally
the guns, being clean and painted, looked
very well, but on & closer oxamination he
found the wood work .completely rotten ;
and be considered that, although the com.
pany had been at a great expense i
building a hall for.themsslves, they ought
to have built a shed for-the guns; Tho
company mustered 44 rank, exclusive of
officers and the baud, which mustered
about 19 men; the brigade in all mus-
tered about 68 men, Wo hope that
Saturday's inspeetion will only stimulate
$he officers to continue to keep the com-
pany up-to their position in the Voluatéer
standard-of the Thames, .~ .. . : .-
' CHULCH PARADE,

yesterday, when the Naval Brigade, the
Themes Seottish,” No, 2" H.R.V., No. 3
HRYV, the Rifle Rangers, aud the
Oadots, mustered together, The Thames
Soottish attended by spacie! ‘invitation of
the Naval Brigade as a retwn for a
similar courtesy, The Thames Scottish
mustered 65 in all,and were zecompanied
by their band ; the Naval, Brigade had
49 rank and file present, with four petty
officers, four officers, and the band, Bach
of the other companies mustored “nbout
30 rank and file.” No. 2 would havo had
a lacger attendauce, but {hat & number of
the men had not uniforms. * The com:
panies mustered at the Pacifie Hotel, aud
thence marched fo 8t. Georgs's Church,
undor the command of Major Gordon, On
the companies returning to ‘Grahams-
town, Major Gordon ealled ouf “the
officers, and said he was glad to see such
a good muster for church parade, espe-
cially of the Thamss Scottish and the
Naval Brigade, which wers a coredit to
the district, He was sorry that Major
Cooper was not present, so that he might
have had an oppoctunity of saying so to
him, He would recommend the greys to
amalgamate iuto two companies, which
he thought would be quite sufficient for
the district. Major Gordon then- asked
if Captain Lipsey was present, or
auy person representing his company,
to apologise for, or explain the absence of
the compauy feom & parade called by the
officer commanding the district, He said
it appeared that Caplain Lipsey had
taken umbrage at what he had said when
inspecting the company, as an advertise-
ment had appeared in the newspapers
asking the men to give up their arms
proparatory to a general vesiguation. It
was nobin the powsi of Captaia Lipsey
to disarm bis men, He bad received his
commission from the Queen just as he
{Major Goxdon) had, and his ¢sndiiet in”
publishing the adverlisement was highly
insubordinato aod pernicious fo the
Volunteer movemens, He (Major
Gordon) would write to him, that he must
cancel ,the advertigement. — e com-
.panies ‘then marched to their private
parades, whers they were dismissed.

OHINEMURL

—— - .

(FROM OUR OWN COBRESPO¥DEND.) °

) April 14,
Haviog lately returned from & trip to
Waikato and the King country, I ean
fully endorse your statements as to the
growing estrangément batween the Wai.
kato and the, Ngatimaninpoto tribes,
The eloud is, as:yet, hardly bigger
than a man's hand, but no ous can
tell how soon the storm may burst, The
Government are quietly facling their way
and doing their best to widen the breach.
I£ it were not for a few stubborn old fol-
lows, I believo that Tawhiao and the
Waikatos would coms to terms at once.
Nob that they would come as the Cross
says they ought—oraving pardon, &e.
Chey have been soveroly punished for
what they have done—having lost nearly
a million acres of good land—and hLave,
moreover, been made to suffer for the
sing of others, The Ngatimaniapoto
tribe, who helped to start the war fn
Waikato, have eseaped scot- free. Tawhiao
gays that he hes no permanent a?idli{ug
(3 ﬁi
to waowae anake.te kainga,”) Some of
the Waikato nafives, who wevo talking

‘| about repairing a house, said that it was

of no use taking mueh trouble about it,’
a8 they would probably remive to some
other locality before long, I think thatif
o good-sized block of land—say at Mau.
ngatautari—~were reserved, on the Ameri.
can plan, as native territory, and offered
quietly to the Waikatos when the breach
between them and the Ngatiamaniapoto
has widened a little more, 16 would go a
Jlong way towards settling the native
difficulty for ever, Give thein land which
they oan call their own, and let them do
gy they like within the boundu}‘ms,- a8
long a8 they do not interfore with the
progress of settlement olséwhere. So
long a9 they ave tramps and vagabonds
on the face of the:orrth, thers willalways-
bo the danger of fresh disturbances.
By the way, L found that the excite-
mont about the Thames Valley Railway.
was all ab this eod. The poeople of
Waikato know very little about the
Thames, and the-local paper seldom or
nover finds space for items of Thamos
mining news. ‘There aro many old Tham:s
people resident in Waikato who would ve
glad to "hear how tho goldield is pro-
gressing, but the editor doey not seem to
be aware of the fact, He might, at least,
quote the monthly- gold returns. .In
vailway ‘matters, the whole attention of
tho different sections of the Waikato set-
tlora i3 drawn to the question of the routo
of the Auckland line. Some want it taken
by way of Hamilton and Cambridge,
+hile others want it to go through the
B N R P AR

There was n oxcellot ehiureh parade

‘n very important ausiliary

Delt. T have no doubt that, if a railway
were made from Waikato to the Thames,
the former could sapply the latter with
large quantities of farm produce, but, at
present, the Waikato settlers only grow
to mse the local requirements —with the
exception of cattlo. which camry them.
selves to market, - If they make or grow
mere {han i consamed in the distriot, it
does not pay; as freight is so high. It
sometimes happens that, ia teying to’be
on the safe side of tha hedge, they leave
themselves short. For jnstunce, when I
-wag in Alexandra, thero wag not & bit of
bulter to bo got in the township; and oats
wera s0 scarce that I had to pay 85 per
bushel for horse feed. The price of bread
throughout Waikato is one shilling tper
quartern loaf. The King natives bave
sold & large quantity of wheat this segson.
yet, I sea by a late paper that a vessel
has actually been despatched from Lyt
telton to Waikato with a cargo of whent, |
oats, and barley! Oue might easily
undorstand their having to import
potatoes after the late bad season, but the
wheat crops were certainly not a failure,
I may hero remark, en paveuthese, that
the eircumstoutial report, forwarded by
telegrapll, as to the burning of twelve
stacks of wheat at Te Kuiti, was totally
devoid of truth. A large extent of pota-
toes, growing in a bush cultivation, was
destroyed by fire some considerable time
ago. [ wag surprised to find some valu-
able blooks of land between To Awamutu
and Kangiaohia still in & state of nature,
Upon enquiry, I was informed that the
.owners are cortain Auckland eapitalists,
‘who aro simply holding for  rise in value.
Absenteeism and ligh froights, are the
greab drawbacks to the ‘progress of the
whole Waikato district, Howover, a good
deal of land has been changing haods
lately, and most of the new owners aro
gelting to work, so that, by the time the
reilway to Ngaruawahia is completod, I
expect 'they will be i a position to ox-
port largely, c . )
" Don’t you think that the inhabitants of
tho Poverty Bay district ought to suitably
recognise the ‘veluable expresiion of
opinion given by De, Hootor re the auri.
ferous specimens from Tokomarus? He
is reported to have said, *“That in the
vicinity of where the specimens came
from there would probadly be found
payablo reefs.” Doar'me! who'd ba’
thoyght it?  Certainly nobody olse in the
colony would have:been found olever
enough to, Lave found that out. I think
a deputation should be appoinfed to pre-
sent & leather medal o the loarned doctor,
atd 8t tho same time equest his opinion
23, to the best moethod of teaching our
miternal anceators to suok eggs: The
Wovernment Greologist hes made 80 many
mistakes when giviag his apinion a3 to
the auviferous . natuce’ or . otheriise of
different distriots that, . I .suppose, he
intends to'be on the safe side fn future.
I dave say you will agreo with ms in
thinking that his last opinion wis not
worth the cost of telegraphing all over
New Zealaud, I hop2 ho will tell us
somethiog we don't knoir next time.
. © . Apills,

The Kiriwera natives who went to
attend the meeting at Tokdngamuty, have
juat returned.

MINING  MALTHRS,

‘h._o__,‘___ N
Baremr Smice—Rotorting for the
Bright Smile Company took place on
Saturday at the Imperial Crown battery
after a month’s orushing witk 15 head of
stampers, and the return far exceeded
the most sanguine oxpectations, The
total yield is 614)zs, which is mueh better
than was _expocted, for the ficst part of
the crushing was' poor, consisting maialy
of stuff from the No. 1 reef Latterly,

:however, the stuff being largely mized

with stono taken out of the wiuzes has
shown up much better on the plates, and
thus materially increased the average of
the entire crushing. In the mine.the
progressive works uecessary for the open-
1ng up of the new level are being pushed
o-head with all possible ‘despatch, but
nothing of pacticular interest has trans-
pired since our last report, exeept the
discovery made ia the north side of the
chim in the drive from the Exchango
sbaft, This drive has {ntersected the
lodo a fow foet inside the Bright Sumile
boundary, but the Exchauge minager has
obtained permission'to drive back on tho
lode into their owa mie from the paint.
of intorsection,

Ciry of Lowpox—Up to Saturday

| nightthero were 1,3100zso0f hard-squaszed

smalgam on hand at the Tramway bat.
tery, although the ecrashing force has
been this month teduced one-third, ouly
12 head of .stampars being kept at work
for the Gity of London, OF course the
main interest of this mine at present
centres on the new ecross-reef and its
prospects; We may state that so far es
can be judged the stuff iy quite as rieh if
not superior to the quartz which is-being
talten out of tho miae, but inconsequence
of want of facilities it is difficult, indeed
almost impossiblo to keap the stuff from
the new lode separate from the other,
and’ consequently the whole gets
crushed togethor, However, a large pro-
portion of stone from the new lode has
been during the last few days included ia
the general crashing, and so far from
there boing any dimtnution iu the show
of amalgam, there is a positive ingrease,
which of course mus be attributed to the
quality of the new reef. The drive on
1ts course towards its junclion with the

oarried in tho drive, but the' recf has in.
creased in size, and now the “drive is

centre of 8 very large lode, for neither
foot-wall nor hanging-wall is now, pereep-
tible in the face of the drive. * Tho stuff
generally looks well, and there is gold
ocossionally visible, but mot in such
showy form as when it was ficst discovered
in this lodo, . :

010 Waav.~The quulity and rich-
ness of some of the stone whish on
Saturday came to hand from the ‘Old
Whau mive was on the whole superior to
any ever previously found in it, and one
1ot of about 60lbs of spscimens, of whick
& sample stong Wwas brought to tho com.
pany’s offics, is estimated to ba worth on
an avorage 2023 of gold to the pound. In
addition to this a large quantity of rich
picked stuff ‘was bagged for separate
troatment, mainly from the blook of the
main roof betweon the winge and the
Alburnia Douudsry, but some reslly
splendid stone.was also found in tho right
hand beaneh lode, which is likely to prave

to the re.
sources of the claim. - s

Queey or ras May,~In this niine,
saon after the driva on the old eross-lode
of tho City of London was continued past
the “bouadary idto- the Queen of the
May - what wis  kaown as the
Queen of the May cross-reef, was
meb . with, It proved to bs ten fest
in width, but the main lode has now been
recovered at the other side of it. It has
seatcoly yot assumed ‘its usual strong,
compact form, for it hag not boen fol-
loived suffisiently beyond the infleenco of

tho orgas-lod, bu; i, the face at prosont,

No. 1 reef is continued, At first the lode |
was & foot thiek, and then both walls were |

being carried appavently through the |:

]

it shaws o width of 18 fnches of crushing
stuff, through® which « little gold was..
visible on Satarday. The whole of the
stuff reised is' being forwarded to the
Una mill, where cpushing will be com-
menced in the*course ‘of three or four”
weeks. - .
New Cazzoonia Trrsure.—The specis
men crushing for the tributers of tho
New Caledonin mine, whish was completed
on Friday night at Spencer’s test battery,
yielded 300zs 16dwts gold, which when
melted was reduced to = bar weighing
20023 12dwts, There were in all 150lbs 7
“of stone put through, but ‘only about &
third of this quantity .could be
considered spacimens. Howover, as the
vemainiag two-thirds did show a little
gold it wag desmed advisabloe to have the
entiro parcel put through together. The-
result 13 avery handsome one, particularly
a3 the gold is of & muel higher value
than the ordinary ru of Thawes gold; -
and usually fetohes at the rato of £3 per
onace. - ;
Brrp.in-Hano.—That the stuff now
boing raised from the new level of the .
Bird-ia.-Hand mine is of good payabls -
character, is proved beyond doubt by
the result of last week's crushing, for
although there has been no retorling yet, ™
nor has the whole of the amalgam been
properly cleaned up and squeesed, there
is sufliciout to show aun average of fully
aa ounco to the ton. There wore on
Saturday 18%lbs of amalgam on hand,
some of which was squeezed up, but the
remainder was left in its ~rough
state.  In the mine, also, the pros.
pects aro excellent. . There was a nico
show of gold in the face on Saturday,
forencon, and about 10lbs ‘of fair speei;
mens came to hand. It iy not intonded
to have a cleanjug up for another fort« -
night, but if the crushing continues. to,
yield'as well in fubure as it has dono .
during the last week, thero is no doubt ™’
the results will be highly remunerative,’
and will soon place the Bird-in-Hand on
the dividend list. S
Orytran Imany,~There wos again a
very fair show of gold in the Cenfral
ltaly mine on Saturday,. pacticularly. dn..
the workings below the miain'level, Here,'"
a8 our veaders are aware, thore,are. two
distinet lodes which are being - worked
separately. One is the new flat reef; and
the othot the old’ foot-wall ‘reef. " The
former from_ the first has shown gold
‘protty froely, and has produced good spe-
cimns, bub it is only recontly that operas %
tious have been commenced on this block
of the old foot-wall reef, . There .was,
Lowever, & nice show in it on Saturday,
and about 15ibs of specimens came to
hand from both sources. .

+ POLIOE COURT,-Simvaniy,
(Before W, FRASER, Esq, R.M)
Druaxenxgss, —~Robeit :Brown wag
charged, with having been drunk and in-
oapable,—Fined 10,0 to imprisoned for24
liours~Ellis Jones was oharged with the'
samo offence. -Defendant stated thet he
was going by the ¢ Golden Ciown;" dndif kip'! ¢
were kept, he would loge his passage.—
Defendant was fined 203 or to be impris -
soned for four hours,~ " * 7

. Kezerve  Disonperny * Hotse, '

Catherine Norfou-or Clark was called.to <
angwer  charge of having novisible law.  :-
ful means of suppoet, having been pres, .
viously convioted a3 anidle and disorderly
person~=Defendant did ot appoar, and 2
warrant was ordered to 1ssue.

Berwe 1v & Dusosneruy Housg—
Edward. Scott was' called to ansver's '
charge that, being a convicted thief, he
was found in a house in company with
persons who have no lawful visible means -
of support, aud did nob give a good ao...
couat of his lawful means of support, and
also of his being in sumeh houso upon™'
soms lawful occasion,—~Deferdant in this
cago also did uob appear, and 2, warraut
was ordered to issue. :

Vagraney, &o.—Mary Ore wascharged
witih having no visible lawful means of
support,—Uofendant said sho:was only
here. & +week. — Me Bullea saii this ;
woman's husband had come to him and
asked him to endeavour to gel her away .
from -Mrs" Norton.~Constable ' Purlong :
deposed that he kaew Mrs Orr for gome
mouths. . He believed 'sha lived by pross .
titution, His attention was called'to Mrs .
Norton's house on Fhucsday night last, .
te suw defendant coms out of:that hous
that night. Lhere was & disturbanes at :
the- house, and ‘a great-noise; :He saw. ..
Scott and Mrs Norton in the yards - Mrss
Norton was almost uadressed, * Ho' had.
segn defondant frequently in that houss::
The people in the neighbourhcod ‘were":
constantly complaining, —Detective Bron«
na deposed that defendant’s kilsband had ™
asked him to use his endeavours to gt .
her away from Mrs Clack’s,. He followed
hor from Auckland.: She had been living .
with a man named Lynch, aud associating . -
with bad characters. . She hed been living .1
by prostitution, ~Samuel MoLstchie: de~
posed that holived noxt to Mrs: Clavk’s; in-
Hichmond-street. Ho~ belioved he had
seen defendant there. - There was not
peace ia the house, night nor day, since.
Mg Clark came back from Auekland,
Liast Sunday night, the noise and siaging
and rioting was disgraceful. A erowd
gathered as the people were coming from’ *
church.—Defondant. made’ » *'stalement ,
that she had beon a vory stiort time: at’
Mrs Clark’s, She would have gono'to
‘Auckland on the day before if she had ngt °
got the summons, —Defendant was. found
‘guilty, and sontenced fo three monthy’
imprisonment, with herd Iabour, -,

" CORRESPONDENCE.,
. T —9- PR .
‘THE . G0OD. TRMPLAR MOVE-
" TMENT. T 7

To the Editor of the THAMES. ADVERTISRE,
; S1e,—Nothiug could be more inex-.
‘pedient’ than. the “action taken by a
Jocioty who name thomselves Good,
Templars in conagetion with the liconsing
of Lotels in the Hauraki disteiet, - |
. No man with common sénse osn object.,
‘to temperance in all things, but when-one
orgauised body array themselvos in deadly
foud agaiust acother body. of! equally
respectablo citizens, who took the position
of pioneers in exploring and forming this
goldfield, they must rémember that wo
never asked for the protection of the’
police..  When... wo  wore .sbruggling,
against  great odds,” they = were"
indulging 1 Auckland ‘béds, ,* Now
that wo have piven them Huat's;,
Ualedonisns, Bright, Smiles, thoy affect &,
vospectability ‘which- doss nat belong to -
ther. , Avo they diggers and" volunteors’
as Von Lompsky was? No; buey ard’
nothing but a cowardly mean lot, who fot ]
tho sake of an easy billet would forswoar
their conscience for a belltopper ab the
visk of & new cemetory or the loss of a.
couatry, Attonding -to patients who re-
quire & glass of wiae, [ beg, Mr £dibor,
you will. excuse mo for suying, more ab
present.” [n ‘futufe I shall oppose tho
ocgauisation whioh would dare to intrude: -
upon the rights of citizens.—I am, &o,

Aveustos G, Meeere, D,

BRI,

Tron minos have been discovored:in.aplace *-
calied Deoymmel, & toweland in Down, situate |

at almost equal distancesfrom Banbridge, Ratiay
friland, and Castlowellaa,” - "
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