Pde THAMES ADVEBTIBER, MOND:Y, DE

CEMBER 23, 1878,

Public Auction Sales.

THIS DAY,
At 11 o'cloek,
JOAN LEYDON

Hag received instructions from Mr CuARL¥s
Sorvws, who is leaving the Thames, to soll,
on the promises, Davy-street,

HIS substantiallysbuilt FOUR-ROOMED

J COTTAGR, erected on a splendid Free-

hold Allotment, together with Furniture and

Effects, consisting of Chest of Drawers, Cheffos

nier, 8oz, Tabley, Chairs, Dictuves, Beds and

Bedding, Lookieg Glags, Crockery, Cutlery, &e.,

;uq other articles too numerous to particus

arise,

SHRVICES.

OHBIBTMAS SEBVICE
OF SACRED SONG,

“IMMANUEL"
AT TUE
GRAHAMSTOWN WESLEYAN
CHURCH,

THI3 (MONDAY) EVENING, 23r1 Inspant,
Commencing at 8 o'clock,

Proceeds to be devoted to the Fund now
being raised for laying on GAS to the Chureh,
Tickets, ls each, fo be had of Messts
Heraerveton, Cox, Meioaey, aud members
of the Cholr,

THIS DAY.

—

At 11 o'clock.

GELLION AND CO.
\Pill sell ab the Yards, Rob Roy Hotel,
Parawai,
IX HEAD OF CATTLE
15 Stores
Tat Calves and Pigs ~

THIS DAY.
At 11 o'clook.

UNREDEEMED PLEDGES FROM
AUCKLAND.

MESSRS, GUDGEON & CO.
Will gell at their Roors, as above,
CONSTGNMENT of Clotbing and Jewels
lery, Christmas Geese, Poulity, &6
N,B.==Poulity for tormorrow’s Salo musb b
+ entored early, .

Medical,

DR. ROWBOTTOM

AY BE CONSULTED DAILY st bhis

Residence, Pellen-strest, Graliamstown,

from O to 10 morning and 6 to 8 evening,

Midwifery and diseases of women and
children particularly atiended.

NOTIOCE.
DR. PAYNE being compelled by ill-health
to seek a fow days rest, the following
gentlemen bave kindly consented to assist s
Dr 0'Flaberty will attend and prescribe for
patients ealling at the Hospital betweew 11 and
12 )

iJr Rowhottom will kindly assist with some |-

of the out-patients, Mr Hall has charge of my
booke, and will repeat sny medicine required,
ete., et

For bale.
A BARGAIN,

‘I;0R SALE, at London price, an AMERL
(AN ORGAY, recently imported and
wartanted in perfect order; one-and-a-half
* vows of vibrators, knee swell, &o.—Apply to
€, J, BROWN, ab Mr Bensuaw's,

7 SPORTS.

AUCKLAND B'AGING OLUB.

ANNUAL

SUMMER MERTING!

BOXING DAY, axp lst anp 280
JANUARY, 1879,
WILLIAM PERCIVAL,
Secvetary AR.C,

THAMES ANNUAL RACHS,

HE MEETING t-o- bo held at the Queen's

Hotel Tuis (Mondsy) Bverrse is for

the purpose of Receiving ACCEPTANCES for
the

157 Day—
BOROUGH PLATE
HURDLE RACE
250 Day—
COUNTY PLATE
HURDLE RACE,

Also, ENTRIES for the

AY~ )

BLYING STAKES, 10s0vs; entry, 308
250 Day~— .

TROTTING BACE, distance, handie

cap, 10 sovs, 2} wiles; second
horse to save stake; entrance
303; without qualification.

The Stewards are requested to bring in their
Lists, a3 o]l Subseriptions must be paid in to
tho Treasurer Toenight.

GEO, HARCOURT,

\ Secretary,

Volunteer Notices:

THAMES NAVAL BRIGADE.

MEETING will be held in the Hall Turs
{Monday) Bvening, at 7,80 shatp, for
special business, ab which all Members are
particularly requested to abtend,
B, T, WILDMAN,
Captain,

BUSINESS NOTIOHS.

WATCHES! WATCHES!
CLOCKS, JEWELLERY, GOLD
AND SILVER OHAINS,
GOLD AND SILVER WATCHES,
LOCKETS, OPERA GLASSES,
8PECTACLES, &o., &o.

HE? whols of my_;ezu'.iful and carefully
selected stock will be SOLD OFF at
whatever it will feteh !
BALE 70 COMMENCE AT ONCE AND
CONTINUE TILL THE NEW YEAR!
My place’of business will be closed during
the New Year's holidays, will open agsin on
January 10th, with a splendid stock of

NEW GOODS!

wolected by wmyself in Sydney, comprising
French, German, Iialian, Spanish, and Indian
- Goods,
Watches continue to bo spoiled as asual, 1g per
agreement, by

ANDREW LEDINGHAM,
WATCHMAKER,
OWEN.STREET, GRAHAMSTOWN,
fign of * the Clock,” Time taken every weck
by obsetvation,

Wanted, & Firsteclss WORKMAN Good [

wages given,

OHEAP BOO?S AND SHOES
FOR
OHRISTAAS AND THE NEW YEAR.

M. Wamzazan

Cally the attention of the inhabitauts of the
Thames to his Large Btock of Ladies',
Gents', and Children's

BOOTS AND SHOES,

: 0F THE BEST
ENGLISH AND COLONIAL MANT.
FACTURE,

which are offered at reduced prices,

#Noyg NEED BE WitHour A Pats oF
Boors.”

A good assorbuent of every kind of Durable
Boots and Shoey to select from, and all to be
50ld cheap,

A Lot Jof GIRLS' ELASTIC and LAOED
BODTS at ds 6d Paiv, and ‘others too numes
rous fo patbicularive.

M. WHITEHEAD,
POLLEN.BTREET, SHORTLAND,

OHRISTMAS PRESENTS.

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS
AND
NEW YEARS GIFTS.

N *IMMENSE” Stock of useful and

Orzamental FANCY G0ODS suitable for
Prizes, Christmas, and New Year's gifls,

Heads of Families and School Teachers will do

well to TNSP=CT the Stock EARLY,

A very OHBAP line in Note Paper and Une

velopas, 40 yer cent, BELOW the usual
selling prices,

Splendid  value in TOBACCO, CIGARS,
MEERSCHAUM PIPES, &e,, &c.

Beub & Buack’s Plaid Vests, 7d per doz
Tin Boxes, 250, 2s per doz,
REDUCTION in larger
uantities;

COUTTE ACETIC ACID, Wholesale and

Retail,
“Barry's TRICOPHEROUS,” 18 3d
per Bottle,

#5 Please NOTE the ADDRESS,~
OENTRAL TOBACCO ayp FANCY
GOODS DEPOT,

(Next door to the Central Dispensary),
MARY-STREET, uear to the Post Office,

" 1
A aiill further

THAMES BRIFLE GALLERY,
BuownssraEsT, GRAHAMSTOWN,

wna —

YOLUNTEERS, ATTENTION!

,& MAGNIFICENT YICTURE will
R be shot for this week, viz.,

“QHE BOATSWAIN'3 MATE.”
o The usual conditions—1ihe highest
il seore in any six conseoutive shots,

Meetings.

LOYAL CHARLES BRUCE LODGE,
No. 5373,

HE Apnual MEETING of the above
Todge will be held ab the Masonic
Hall, [Queen-street, Grabamstown, on MoN-
pAY Evenive, December 92, at 7 o'clock.
Business—Blection of Officers and Surgeon,
W. H, JENKIN,
Secretary,

LOYAL WAIKATO LODGE, No, 5444,

g

HE Financial MBETING of the above
Lodge will be held at the 0dd Fel-
lows' Hall, Richmond-strest, on TuEgpAY
Evening, December 23, at 7,30 o’clock,
Business—Payment of dues,
: CHARLES AHIER,
Secretary,

Wanted.

‘ ANTED, a Steady, Active MAN, who
" understaods making Concrele and
Building Houses, Also a Man who thoroughly
understands the Manufacture of Soda Water ;
and a person to Manage a Hotel in the country,
Apply— OHN WILSON,
Deo, 20th, 1878,  Grabamsiown Office,

ANTED, a good GENERAL SRRVANT,
~Apply to Mts D, H, Bawwvow,
Mount Pleasant, Parawai,

70 UPHOLSTERERS. — Wauted & good
hand, Bpply to T\ and H, Cooxe, 67
Quesn-street, Auckland,

w.n 3, H, JEFRERSON s jusk received
(V1" o ATSTRALASIAN of November 15,
and SKETCHER of November 23, -

SHIPPING,
B St
POAT OF THAMES,~Dso. 21,
INWARDS,
Rotomahana, &6 139, tons, Farqubary from
Auckland, with passengers,

TIDR TABILE.

Scy.  TrnE.
Riges Setslnom Eyen
DECEMBEE,

oM, BX | BN BN
16 Monday W[d44l 711 S (80
17 Tuesday o443 71111160 016
18 Wednesday o442 T12 1 021 056
19 Thursday w442 712138 2%
20 Friday w|d442 712138 345
11 Saturday L4 7121 426 516

Sunday, 15th, high wnt.el', morn, 535 ; oven, 6.3.t

ATk Last Quavter, 17¢h, 2.42 pm.,
Joow's !'\GE{ New Moon, 4th, 9.3, ml.)

MAILS,
Tor Auckland, per s.s. Rotomahana this day, ab

pm. .
For™ Tavanaki, Southetn Ports, and Australin
Colonies (for {ransmissiont per s, Tairow), to-

MOITOW, 3
J. B CoyEY, Chief Postmaster,

NOTICE,
I EMPTHORNE, PROSSER, AND CO., beg
to inlimate that their Warchouse, Shorts
Taud-street, Auckland, will be closed from the
25th Dec,, 1878, to 2ud Jan,, 1879, fuclusive,
for the purpose of Stock Taking,

THY

Ehames A Mvertise,

MONDAY, DEC. 23, 1878,

—_————

TURNING THE FIRST 80D

THAMES VALLEY RAILWAY.
SATuEDAY Was a red~lett; day in the

——p———
history of the Thames. It ushered ina
new order of things, which will enable us
to take a fresh lonse of life, *' It isa long
lane,” wo are told, * that has no turning.”
The distriet fias for some time past beeu
under a cloud, but let us venturo to hope
that the turning point hes ab lenglh
srrived, the silver lining dawned, aud
that ero long we may have no cause for
complaining on tho seore of progress and
prosperity, The werk just inaugurated
promises fo be the harbinger of that pro.
sperity to which we have long looked
forword as the result of the open-
ing up of our lands by an
industrious class aod nided by reils
way communication, Should our sanguine
hopes be realised, we shall have eause to
thank the Groy-Maonndrew administra-
tion for the inauguration of this worlk, and
it was, therefore, to be expected that the
citizens of the Thawes would vie with
each other in their efforts to do honour to
the gentleman represonting the head of
that administration, when it was aseer.
tained that he intended to comply with
our. wishes in the turning of the first sod
of the projected line of railway, uniting
the Thames with the fertile valley which
links it with the interior. In accordance
with arrangements made, the Colonial
Government steamer *Hinemon' loff

-Auckland at 7 am. on Saturday for

tho Thames, having on board Sir
Beorge Grey and bis Private Secretary
(Mr W Mivohell), and the following in.
vited guests : =B MoMinn, ksq, MHR,
Waipa ; Thomas Peacock, Ksq, Mayor of
Auckland; Capt Wilson (of the Capo of
Good Hope), and Mr Wilson; My and
Miss Melton (Parnell), Councillorg J
Waddell and Fleming (Auckland), and
Mr P A Phillips, Town Clerk of Auck-
land. A large number of others had
been invited, but the uncertainty of
gteameraceommodalion, atd othermatters,
prevented theiracceptanceoftheinvitations
jssued by the Thames Valley Railway
Committee. The steamer was off Tararn
about 10.30, and 8t 11 o’clook the little
p.s. ' Ruby’ proeeeded to the Government
steamer to land the guests, his Worship
the Mayor, Mr Davies (Chairmen of the
Harbour Board), Mr A. Bredie (County
Chairman), snd Mr W, Carponter (Chair-
man of the Parawai Highway Board)
necompanying. Arrived ab the Goods
Wharf Sir George Grey and the visitors
wero received by members of the local
bodies, and at the shore end by members
of the Railway Commitiee, the band of
the Thames Scottish playing suiteble airs,
and the guns of the Naval Brigade firing a
galute at the time. The wharf and entrance
were gaily decorated, and carriages were
in readiness to convoy the visitors, the
committee, and local bodies, &e, to the
site fized upon for the eceremony of
turning the first sod of the railway, on
the beach midway between Shortland
and Grabamstown, a little below high-
water mark. The places of business were
closed, a half-holiday baving been ar.
ranged for, and various decorations met
theeye as tho long live of carriages boro
the guests and members of local bodies to
the place prepared for the ceremony.
Here an enclosure had been constructed,
with nccommodation for some 500
children who were to sing on
the occasion. Under a shed at the
end of the avenue the spade and wheel.
barrow to be used by Sir George Groy
in the turning of the sod were in waiting,
The attendanceof epectators wasverylarge
not less that 1,500 edults being present,
in addition to the 500 school children,
who, under the leadership of Mr Grigg,
their conductor, introduced the proceed-
ings with the singing of two verses of the
National Anthem.

The Cheirman of the Thames Valley
Railway Committee then read and pre.
sented to Sir Gieorge Grey the following
address :—

To 818 Gronce Grey, K.C.H, =

S1z,~This Committes, in asking you
to turn the first sod of the Thames
Valley Railway, desire to express to you
the great satisfaction which they, in
common with every inhabitaut of the
District, foel on the present occasion,
which is the bappy terwination of a long
and arduous agitation commenced more
thanesix years ago, aud oarried on with.
out much encouragement.  Notwith.
standing the want of euccess which
attended their efforts to obtain a favorable
oongideration of this question for many
yoars, the Committes vever lost sight of
the object they had in view, but took
every opportunity of pressing it upon the
attention of the Government of the day,
but still without avy result unil you,
gir, appeared upon the scens, and
aunounced to the peaple of the Thames
that you considered the soheme to be not
only pragticable, but reasonsble, and a
project deserving “tho attention of the
Legislature of the Colony and of capi-
talists seeking profitable investments,
From that time until the last session of
Purliament the prospeots of the 1hames
Valley Railway continued steadily (o im-
prove, when your Governwment took the
decided step of placing it on the schedule
of ruilway works to b undertaken by the
Colony of New Zealand, This recogani-
tion of n scheme no less usefal than
necessary redounds much to the eredit of
your Governtaeat for juctice, impartialiby,
and foresight, and we now have the
plessure to invite you thus to erown an
undectaking which alveady owes so much
to your advoesey, by makivg a formal
commencement of the work,

Yor the Thames Valley Failway
Committee,
Jaxes Kigou,
Chairman,

Sir Gro: Gary suid he was very much
obliged for the address just presented to
him, and very happy to be present on
such an oceasion as that, when the work
they had been striving for for years was
about to be practically started. (Cheors )
Sir Goorge Grey-then provceded to
turn the first sod. A gangway bad been
run out from the small platform erected,
aloogside which were some turf sods.
A very handsome wheolbarrow of rimu
(manufactured by Mr ¥, Dann), and var-
nished, was standing near, and light
spade of ordinary make, the silver imple-
mont ordered for tho occasion not being
finished. Sir George proceeded to hangle

hig tools in 8 workmanlike mauner, Ife

dug o good sod, put it into the barrow
and wheeled it back to the sbed, instead
of putting it over the “tip,” amid the
oheors and complimontary remarks of the

- | spectators, by whom the greatost enthu-

siasm was manifosted.

Addresing Dr Kilgour, Sir Goorge
made a short speech—on silence being
restored - the purport of which our repre:
gentative (who was not near enough to
hear distinetly and was entirely unable to
write just ab that {ime by the pressure
about hir) understood to be that he
trusted the railway thus inaugurated
would prove & blessing to the community,
ond a convenienge for the commerco of
the inland distrigts, and that it would con-
duce to make this ono of the finost ports
in New Zealand,

Mr Peacock, Mayor of Auckland, said
ho had very great pleasure on behalf of
the people of Auckland in congratulating
the Thames on the proceedings of that
day. There would have been s much
greater attendance of Auckland visitors,
but for some uncertainty regarding the
steamer and the day. He neod not dilate
on the importance of railway works, That
was recognised everywhere, and the bene-
fits folt. Auckland poople were aware of
the importance of opening up the country.
The energy which bad been displayed in
bringing the work commenced that day to
a practico! issue was desorving of suceess,
and he could assure them theyehad the
good wishes of the people of Aucklaud,

MrJ. W, Melton exprossed the plea.
gure he felt at being present to represent
tho Borough5of Parmell, After the
speech of Mr Pencoel it would be unne.
cessary for him to say much, but lo
would reiterate that they had the good
wishes of the burgesses of Parnell in this
undertaking, Ho rvegrotted thaf the
Mayor (his suceessor), Mr Coleman, was
prevented by illness from attending to-
day and ocenpying the position he (Mr
Melton) did, He would again say he
oongratulated the Thames people on the
result which had attended their oxer-
tions, .

Mr McMigy, MHR. for Waipa,
hoped to be able some day fo congratu-
lato them at the other end of the line on
the completion of the work begun tha
day, He was sorry there wag no other
reprosentative from Waikalo present,
but the fact was they were uearly all
farmers in Waikato, and it was very in-
convenient to leave their homes at this

genson. The Thames had & warm friend,

in the Promior, who had always done
what be eould for the distriot, and partics
ularly in regard to the railway and other
matters during the late session of Parlia.
ment.

MrA. J.Cadman, Cheirman ofthe Coro-
mandel Conaty Council, congratulated the
Thames people that day. He hoped it
would not be many years befora the Coro-
mandel people would be able to invite the
Thames to assist in a similar work at
their end of the peninsula,

Dr Kilgour read an apology from H,
Brett, Esq., ex-Mayor of Auckland, con-
gratulating the Thames peoplo on the
work of that day, and regretting that he
and Mrs Brott wore unable to avail them-

‘gelves of the invitation to be prosent.

Three cheers were then given for the
visitors in a hearty maaner, and the band
played a selection of musis,

The sehool children than sang the fol-
lowing :~=
MY OWN NEW ZRALAND HOMB.

[By J. Grigg, Thames, 1875.]
T love my home, my happy home,
In fair New Jealand's jsle—
- The glory of the South, whers all
The face of naturesmiles;
Where noble forests crown the hills,
And streamlets thread the vales,
And mighty osean circles round
And breathes refreshing gales.
Cuorus—My happy home, my happy home,
My own New Fiealand howe,
I love to stroll on summer’s Taora,
Before the sun is high,
And gather flowers and ferns and mosg,
And chage the butterfly; -
At noon to shelter "neath the frees,
And hear the tui's song,
And then, "ere ev'ning spreads her vel,
Homeward to speed along ‘
CroRuS—My happy bome, my happy home,
My own New Zealand home,

T love to wander by the shors,
Beside the flowing tide,
And wateh the seabird’s gracoful fight,
And ships with sails spread wide,
The pleasant school and busy town
Are full of charme for 1ae,
While on this British Southern goil
I dwell content and free,
(zoRug—My happy home, my happy home,
My owh Now Zealand home,

(The hymn was much admited by those
present, the tune being specially com.
mended by musical connoisseurs fov its
sweotness and softness of eadence. The
Thames Scotlish Band rendered the
chotus accompaninent.) At the conelu.
gion of the logal anthem, for which great
credit is duo to Mr Grigg, the composer,
8ir Goorge Groy proceeded to tho raised
ground where the children were assembled,
and thauked them for their elaging of the
anthem, After some cheoring Sir George
addressed the children, stating that
ko was very happy to see them
to-day, Their presence gave him un.
feigned pleasure, He hoped they would
preserve their smiling faces and cultivate
a habit of using gentls words, Their
siling faces showed they had happy
homes, and if they used gentle words
they would know thet a-soft snawer
turned away weath, He would imprass
upon them obedionce and respect for their
parents, so that when thoy booame
mothers aud fathers they would know
how much pleasure that gave to parents.
He hoped they would grow up to be
virtuons, and strive to make the country
of their bicth ‘ono of the greatest and
happlest on the face of the earth, Not
only great in material woalth, but great
in regard to virine and intellect and all
that tended to render people happy., He
was very pleased to havo the pleasure of
saying a few words to them that day.

The ohildren agnin cheered, and the
visitors moved towards the beach, whore
the carringes were in waiting to convey
ther to the luncheen, but the proge'cdmgs
being over earlier than was anticipated,
and before luncheon wag ready, it was
arranged that the party should be drivea
out in the direction of Parawai and the
new County road, The decorations at
various places along the line of route were
admired, and the appearance of the coun-
try penerally, especially the progress
mede singo Sir George, and others who
acoompanied him, lust visited the road,
The party proceeded as far a3 the native
reserves at Totara Point, the verdure qnd
foliage of which was green and refreshing
to the eye, although the sun-light and
heat, and the dusty road, made the journey
otherwise unplensant, Here the party
halted, and the horses were directed to-
wardg Shortland again. Arrived at the
Volunleer Hall, everything was in readi-
ness for the guosts, and the neatness of
the hall was a theme of general admira-
tion, The building had been elogantly
docoratod for the ocoasion with treo ferns,
fowsts, and shrubs. Great eredit is due
to the Luagheon Committeo for heir exs

collont atrangoments for the comfort of the
guosts, Tho luncheon wag prepared by
Mr J, Forgie, of Pollen street, and iz-
eluded the delicacies of tho season.

LUNCHEON AT THE VOLUNTEGR
HALL.

The Luncheon Committoe, consisting of
Messrs Allom, W, Davies, £, C. Doan,
J. MeGowan, H. MoIlhone, R, N, Smith,
and Johin Osborne, successfully super
vised preparations for o cold collation, in
the drill-hal!, Richmond-stroet. About
200 attended.  During luncheon the
Scottish Volunteer Band enlivensd the
proocedings by the performauce of & se-
lection of music. The chair was taken
by the Chairman of the Thames Valley
Railway Committes, Dr Kilgour, suppor
fed on his right by Sir George Grey, the
Mayor, " Colonel Fraser, and Major
Murray; on hig left by the County
Cheirman, Wm, Bowe, M.H.R. and E,
W. Puclrey. The elite of the town were
there, together with the many distin.
guished visitors from a distance who
come to mark their iuterest in the pro-
ceedings,

Among the compauy present wore the
following ladies and gontlemen:—J. B,
Stesdman and lady, James Marshall and
lady, J. Thompson and lady, J. Small-
man, E. MeMinn, M.H.R. for Waipa ;
J. Wilson, J, B. Strange, B. Green-
waod, J. Watson, J, Smith, D). Cloonan,
J, Hudson, B, Hudson, J. W. Melton
(ex-Mayor of Parnell) and Miss Melton,
T, Peacock (Mayor of Auckland), Hon,
Hoani Nahe, B, T\ Douglas, B, W, Hollis
and lady, B, F. Tizard and lady, W.
Betry (Auekland) and lady, R. Mac.
forland, 1, Kelly, A, Fleming and lady,
CrWaddell(Auckland), Ce Fleming (Auck-
land), Hen, 8ir Geo. Groy, K.C.B., Thos.
Veale, H, MecLiver, W, L, Thorbur,
Henry H. Adaws, P. Austio, J. R. Parvy,
W. Deeble, J. A, Cadwan, A. Price, J
Lynoh, G, Price, B, Honiss, F. W. Paul
and lady, R. Fraser, R, N. Smith,
J. B. Mason, J. Osborne and lady,
@. T, Wilkinson, Samuel Stephenson,
8, Young, P, A, Phillips, Town Olerk,
Auckland; B, McDonald and lady, G.
Symington, B, MeD, Soott, @ McCaul,
R. Buttle, M. H. Airey and lady, F. A,
Pulleine, R, Comer, Jns, Macandrew,
Jno, Osborne, A, Lamb, P. Lamb,
Lieut Barlow, F. C. Dean (Town Olerk)
and lady, Major Withers, Superintendent
Thomson, Sub-Tnspector Kenny, W.
Wilkinson and lady, A. Hogg and lady,
G. N. Brassey, A, Aitlen and lady, W. J.
Speight and lady, H. 0. Lawlor, B, Kil.
gour, J. Gibbons and lady, Rev. G
Smales. Wm. Souter, Colonel Fraser aud
lady, Miss Beveridge, Dr and Mrs Kil.
gour, Miss Belcher, H. Mecllkone, A,
Brodio (County Chairman), W. Rowe,
MHR, L. W. Packoy and lady, A, J,
Allom and lady aud Miss Allom, Major
Murray and lady, De and Mrs Payne and
Miss Brewer, W. Carpenter and lady,
W. 8. Grecaville, Adam Porter, Joln
Brown, J. MoGowan, J. M. Mennie, R,
Graham, R. Grabam, jun, C. O,
Montrose, 8, Hetherington, D, . Perry,
D. Miller, D. R. Gellion, W, Carriok, W.
Mitchell, (Private Secretary o ¥ir George
Grey), H. Nowton, . W. Gudgeon, 8.
Parroll, J. M. Robson, G. McVey, W. Me-
Cullough and lady and Miss Kerington,
Lieut. Denby, Cr, Harrison (Coror
mandel), Captain Wilson, Mr Wilson,
Capt J 8 Smsll, B 8 Morgan, J Kinsella
(Auckland), W Davies (Chairman of
Harbour Board), H J Leo, O A Robertson
(Auckland), Cr Bugnall, Cr Hansen, T
Spencer and lady, C Spencer, A
Aitken and lady, T Horsbragh,
W Mahoney, J E Smith, A Otto, W

Fricker, M Hayman, M Vaughan,
and others whoss names were not
furnished.

After lunch the usual loyal toasts
were given from the ohair, each being
received with hearty cheers,

The Mayor (who was received with
choors), said the next toast had been
placed in his hands, It was thatof  His
Excellency the Governor of the Colony.”
He believed there were no portions of the
British Bmpire more loyal than its colo
nieg, His Excellency was the representa.
tive here of Her Majesty the Queen, and
it was only their duty to drink his bealth,
The toast wag received with cheers.

A, Beonrg, Bsq., said that in proposing
the next toast he was placed in rather
unfavourable civcumstances for doing

justice to it, inasmuch as & change in the

programme had been made, and he was
not awsre that it would fall to
his lob to propose the Army, the Navy,
and the Volunteers, until he entered the
room, What the British army had
done in former years, and more re.
cently what it had dome in India,
needed no  recapitulation from him,
What the Voluntoers had done in this
golony wag well known.” He saw a very
old volunteer before him in the Mayor of
Auckland, As to the force here, the
Premier would have an opportunity of
inspeoting it himself that evening, aud
83 an old military man he may perliaps
tell us, later on, what'he think of them,

Major Wrrazes responded for the
army, regrotting that he lacked the necos-
sary eloquence to reply to the torst. The
dseds of the British army will blazond in
history. As to the Volunteers, in this
colony we knew what they had done. He
wag only sotry that his powers of spesch
weto not greater, to enablo him to do
propor justios to the toast,

My Goeexvizie. responded for the
Navy, and expressed some surprise that
any one kaew he had formerly been con.
nected with the Navy, Ho had no doubt
that it would, should occasion atise,
prove itself ag trustworthy in the future
88 in the past.

The Mavor o Avogranp and Major
Mozeay, responded on behalf of the
Volunteors, The latter again taking the
oppottunity of acknowledging the support
given themby the presenf;Government and
especially by the immediate head of that
department—Col. Whitmore,

Col, T'zaskn could not refrain from say.
ing & fow words on this tosst, He came
to this colony emphaticslly as a volunteer.
The late Captsin Goldsmith and himgelf,
with their wen came, when help was
pooded, Our men felt happy they lad
dous so, e falt happy in his happy home,
and if they carsied out the work com.
mencod to-day they wouldshave a happy
people. '

The CmarrMan said the toast he
hod next to propose wag that
of their illustrious guest, Sir George
Grey (loud and prolonged cheers), He
wag sure he liad bus to ask them to drain
their glasses aud they would respond at
onee, but the present was not an occasion
to be passed lightly over. This had been
a great day for the Thames, A great day
in 80 far that they were favoured with the
preseuce of the Premier to initiate an im.
portant work for the district, Liong be-
fore ho came to New Zealand Sir George
Groy was a man of mark., He
had been Governor of the Cape of Good
Hope ownd  South Australis, and
the peoples of both vejeiced at his rule,
He had not therefore, when ho re-entered
public life, yet to win his laurels, but as
the world would say “ he was comfortably

laid up in lavender st Kawau," It was

not for the sake of sordid gain, but for the
good of the country, Wo may differ
in opinion from Sir George Grey on many
points, but in this we should be uaited,
that in the attempt to open up the couatry
Sir George Grey's policy was one that
must be endorsed by all the world, As
one instanco ho noted the esse of the
Broomhall settlement, in which ¥ir George
and his colleaguss took high ground, and
said we have men ready and willing
vound about us, and it is our duty te give
these men, who have come so far and
suffored so mugh, an opportunity to ob-
tain and euliivate this land. No political
man with whom he wes acquainted had
achieved suoh deserved success ag had
Sir George Grey. He trusted the toast
would be drunk with enthusinsm, Hoe
wished Sir Georgo a ** Merry Ohristmas
and n Happy New year, and many of
them."” (Musical Honours.)

Sir Gronaxr GrEy, after the prolonged
cheering had somewhat subsided, said
Mz Chairmsn, ladies, and gentlemen,
your Choirman just nmow in pro-
posing my health, said 1 ought to be
a proud man. Well, T am both proud and
thaaltful to be allowed to live to realise
what had almost seemed a vision,
The scoue of that day reminded him of a
vision he had tried to realizo years back.
It was 35 yoears sinoe he frst visited the
Thames. He came down in a liltle
sehooner belonging to the Bishop of Lich.
field, He brought him down and left him
hers a fow days. He was then greatly
impressed with the futurs prospests of the
district, and now realized the impressions
which he then formed. (Choers) He
now 8aw 8 great city rising hero. Tt was
not his business on an oceasion like this
to make a political speech or allude to
polities, Ho might tell them that he had
heard it said “ 8ir Goorge Grey will make
a fine speach to you ; be will tell you sl
about the Pablic Works Policy.”” Now,
he would tell them that he wag the first
man who introduced the Public Works
Poliey into the British Colonies, (Cheers.)
He wag the first man who even proposed
that a change should be established—the
fivsb man who recommended the British
Government to establish a system which
should be earried out in all Her Majesty's
dominions—and he, upon hisown recom.
mendation and his own advise, pointed out
a Public Works Policy which wag after
wards introduced into this colony, They
have done this, and it was as much their
duty to make use of it to extend
their publio works as it was their
duty to grind their corn. Wl that sub-
joct, introduced by bim, raised great dis.
oussion, He had returned to Great
Britnin, and recollocted being prosent at
a dinner parly where a disoussion arose on
the subject a3 to whether he was right in
wishing to spend money on works part of
the burden of which would rest ou pos.
terity, Thers were present among others
Sir &, Cornewall Lewis, Lord Joha Rus.
gell, Mr Gladstone, and Lord Macaulay.
The first throe opposed his view, but
Macaulay=who was a-man of infiuite wit
in & peouliar way—supported him by
gaying in opposition to the statement that
you have no right to burden posterity
with anything—it is a bad system, * We
all know of tho sufferings of the 100,000
Chineso under Lin, Whea I (Macautay)
heard of it T was painfully affected, but I
really believe that the effect of distance is
such that an attack of goufin my little
finger would have caused very much
more trouble and pein to mo,” and apply-
ing the story to the burdens on posterity
said “ ho did not think they would ever
bring the peopla to think mueh of those
burdens if they were satisfied that the
money raised was to be expended for
right and legitimate objoots. It was like
professing an intenso regard for those who
surround ,you, but neglecting their do-
mands out of consideration for those who
wmight come 300 years honce.” But here
the time has come. You hava created that
invisible thing, credit ; and it is your duty
with it to open up the country—to spend
it, not extravagantly but wisely, so thal
the country may become populous and
fortilized. Tnsist in your right to have
that done for you whioh has been done
for other parts of the colory.- Do not be
led astray by the glittering temptation of
wealth held up before you, Whatever
the tomptation may be let nothing induce
you to part with large blocke of land to
people who will make no use of them,
The Thames people will not do this, They
want to employ themselves, not to be
employed by others, The power rested
with themselves. When what is necessary
for your own wents has been taken, leb the
whole world have a chance and not
the water drinkers ouly. The way to
make wmen sober was not by restrictive
laws. The true way, he believed to make
gober, thoughtful, temperate, and, he
believed, religious men was to giye them
the opportunity of making howes for
themselves; to give thew a chance, One
word more, on the work in which we have
this day been ongaged, May the point
at which wo have been working be the
starting point of a railway couneoting
$lis and the other island,

The Vioe-Cmaremay (John Brown,
Bsq.) rose to propose the next toast—
“ Our Visitors”—which he said he was
gure would meet with a ready vesponse
from the people of this goldfield. They
wore much indebted to those gentlemen
who had come from the Waikate, Auok
lend and Coromandel to assist them on
that ocoasion, Ho trusted that they
would have the pleasure of carrying ouf
Mr MoMinn's wish, by going to Waikato
to assigt them, iu return, to take & suo.
coss of their end of tholine, He also
hoped they would have the pleasure of
going to Coromandel on tho same business,
to agsist them when they had comploted
their own line, The wisest policy they
could carry out was that of assisting one
another to pot through New Zealand
with their lines of railway, opening up
the country, aud carrying prosperity with
them. This event was ono of preat im-
portatics. It wag the beginning of the
end, and he hoped it would be pushed on
with all possible expedition until com.
pleted. It was the good intention of the
Government to giva us the railway.
They did not like to be under any obliga-
tion to the Auckland people, nnd hoped
soon to be able to Lelp them on a gimilar
oceasion. (Drunk with loud choers.)

Troxse Pracock, Easg. (Mayor of
Auckland) rose amidst applause to repond
to the tosgt, He said he could assure
thetn ho appresiated the hospitality they
had extended to him and others that
day. The undertaking thoy had com-
menced that day was pregnant with the
most beneficial results to this commuaity,
He Liad & high opinion of the efficiency
with which they condueted matters. Ho
veed ouly point to their Volunteers
and Volunteer Fire Brigades as evidenco
of this, as well as to their County and
Borough officials, who carried out all their
undertakings with energy and enterprise.
(Cheers) He felt suro the Govern-
ment would concur in his opinion when he
snid that they looked after the interests of
the Thames psople. (Choers) He had
heard words of  Jealous tendency betweon
the two placss, but ho did not think it

was their wish such should arise,

(Cheors) The intorests of both wore
identical—tho success of ono moant the
guceoss of the other. Fo hoped that core
diality would not diminish, but grow on
and on, (Cheers) He concluded by
thanlting them for the kindness and hos.
pitality shown him. o o

J. W. Mrrros, Tsq. (ex-Mayor of
Parnell), also thanked the proposer for
the toast, and mads soms further remarks,
which wore inaudible at the opposite end
of the room, whero our reporter sat.

Mr A, J. Capyan (Chairman of the
Coromandel County Council) was called
apon to respond, and in doing so said the
committee deserved oredit for the sucsess.
ful issue of the arrangemonts, The Coro-
mandel people had an interost in the
Thames railway, and hoped when the
timo arrived they would not firgel tht
others wanted railways alvo, They hopod
to seo the lino extended to Coromandel
from the Thamos, (Cheers.)

De Witaoun (Chairman) rose to
propose tho tozst of “ The health of W,
Rowe, Esgq, our representative, Mr
MeMinn, and other members of the
Houso prosent.” He could add his
testimony to that of others as to the
work dono during the last session, He
happened to be presont during the
sossion, and it was his duty to be
brought into contact with their repro.
sontatives prosent, and he could testify
to their diligence, and to tho Lindness
he had roceived during his stay there,
They worked lard to promote the
welfare of the country, He could say
that there way eomplote ocord batween
the gentlomen before them when any-
thing affeoting the pood of the country
was conoerned, just as thsre was with
himself. He hoped they would be in
accord in lime to come as they had been
in the past. (Cheers,)

W. Rows, Esq, MU, rose to
rospond,  Ho said Lo bolioved short

spoeches ought to bo the order
of the day on these ocoasions,
For himself ke had not folt

8 happier day for a long time past. Ho
felt that the ontome of the day was but
the result of what they had been looking
after for years past, and he saw before
him those who had assisted to push it
forward years ago. There wag Mr Borry

and Mr Robertson, both to be olassed.

among the pioneera of the movement, and
to-day they saw the outcome of theit
exertions. Ho wasa firm beliover in cone
gistency. Ho bolieved that if men formod
their convictions they should not let men
ot oiroumstances put them aside, Hedid
not seek popularity=he cared nothing for
that. His convictions were his guide a3
to his public duty, and by those he stood.
They might Lave honrd something of
differences between Sir Georgo Groy and
bimgelf—(Question?) They were met
teday on an ocossion when old sores
could be heslad,~wheu they might take
advantage of the oceasion to Dbecoms
united, (Hoar, hear) He had differed
from Sir George on some oooasions,
but bhe might say that on sl
he had found him intensely desirous to
promote tho welfare of this community.
(Cheers.) Ho always endeavoured to say
to Siv Geo, Grey that he was aboul to do
80 and 80 for the Thamos, as vepresentas
tive, aud his inveriable reply was, * Very
well, it is good, it is vight, and T will sup.
portit.” Noman had a groater respest
or affection for 8ir George Grey
than bo had; but he might say. that

he would wot snorifice any. politioal -

opinion of his own in that respest.” Ha
was glad to see the Auckland paople
prosont, besause he did not believe in the
roports that thoy would oppose the Thames
getting their railway, He believed that
tho Parliament of Now Zealand desired
to promote the best interests of the colony
ab large; that they did their duty; and
deserved evory praise, The Hon, Hoani
Nahe and Mr MoMinn wors sterling
repregentatives of the interests of their
constituents, He was sorey that the
name of the former had heen omitted from
the toasts, (Cheers,) ’

The Hon, Hoaxt NARE rogs to respond
to the toast (intexpreted by & W, Puskey,
Esq) He said ho was glad to moeet
them that day. He was pleased at the
way they had drank the toast of the New
Zsalgnd Parliamont, although ho hesitated
about making & speach, for it ocourred
to him thet Sir GQeorge Grep
had  already spoken long enough,
(Laughter aud  cheers) Ho: wag
pleased at the opening of the railway,
and hoped if would be oarried to a suecess.
ful completion, He wag also very glad to
hear that the permission of the chiefs of
this distriot had been given to take tho
land necessary “for tho railway line,
(Choers.) The railway would do good to
the native race ag well as to the Buro
pean. The fiest railway ho saw was the
one from Grahamstown to Tararu, Ho
would oaly say that he was pleased at the
proceedings with a view of opening the
Thatmes Valloy l\lailway. (Chsors),

Mr GreenwooD here rose and said he
had boon requested to say & fow words,
and amidst much loughter and cheers le
told the audience that the day had orowned
everything he oxpeoted to see in hig old
8ge. -

K, MaM1xw, Esq., M, H.B, for Waipa,
rose to respond, and was greeted with
lond choors. He said he was proud to
w00 80 many people of tho Thames and
Auckland, and had to apologise for the
Waikato poople, 83 he was the only vepre.
sontative present - from that distviot,
My Whyte, the Mayor, aud 2 numbor of
others, intended to b prosent, but as he
had already explained, the harvest season
proveuted their leaving home just now,
Heo was pleased to see ther in one respeot
beeause they reminded Limi of the
large  body of oonsumers in
this distriot  which tho railway
would open a market for from the Wais
kato, although he did nob say soin any
solfish way, (Cheers.) He felt suro the
settlors of the Waikato would take the
game view,and say the same, (Choors), He
wes glad to see that those entrusted with
the arrangements for the day had shown
their good sense by iviting the presence
of the ladies, There was one hon. mem«
ber of the House who, if he were prosent,
would be rejoiced to ses them —ho referred
to the ladies' champion, Dr. Wiallis,
(Laughter), These gatherings of constis
tuents were useful, for members were
sometimes accused of seeing things in a
differont light to their ooustituents; but
whon the Thames people considered the
notian of their ropresentatives he was sura
they would see this had not always been
tho cage, for they had seen the best side
of it. Mr MoMinn then said Lo had &
toast to propose before he sat dawn—the
“Health of Mr Rrodis,” and he paid a
high compliment to the County Chairman
of Thames (Mv A, Brodie), whom he had
motin Wellington,  Ho said that there
wag tob & person present ab the County
Conforence held there so well yersed in
the County system as Mv Brodie. He
thought he was somewhat proficient in
that respect himself, bt he Limself was a
mere child in these matters in the pre-
senco of Mr Brodie, and there were others
who also felt they had their match
on that ocossion, when Mr Brodie
was present, (Loud obeors) He
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