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Visitors to the Moanataiari mine are informed
that Saturday is the day they will be admitted,
between the hours of 11 aad 12, and that & fee
of one shilling or upwards will be takey, in aid
of the Thames Hospital funds,

The plates and flooring of the building on
the Goods Whatf to be used as a store by the
owners of the 5,8 ' Rotomnhana,’ are in posi-
tion, and the building will soon be completed.

The Native Lands Court continued it sitting
yesterday, before Judge Munro. The business
was confined to anccession claims, and a number
of memorials were adjusted ia favour of various
claimants,

By & Gazlte Bxtraordinavy, issued on the
7th ullimo, the next session of the Assembly
is further prorogued under the hand of His
Bxcellency until the 15¢h day of June next. 2
Gazette of the 29th ult, contains regulations
under the *“Protection to Animals Act,” alveady
notified in these columng; notico that a fes of
£5 bs shall be paid to Revising Barristers ap-
pointed under the Building Societies Act, 1876;
Ratice of prohibition of importstion of cattle,
sheép, &c., from the Austrslian Colonies;
notice authorising the takiog and laying down
of & road in the Heretaunga block, Hawke's
Bay; Botice that H. C. Lawlor, ¥sq., has been
appointed revising oficer for_ the electoral dis-
tricts of Mongoaui, Bay of Ielauds, Marsden,
Roduey, Waitemata, City of Auckland East and
West, Pamell, Newton, Unehunga, HKden,
Yranklin, Waipa, Waikato, and 4 hames.

Mr T, Menari, hospital wardsman, writes :—
#Tg the Editor : Sir,~In justice to myeelf 1
trust you will allow me space in your columns
10s vindicate the action I took re the dispute
about my application for an increase of salary as
wardsman in the hospital. I again say that
the mid advaace was promised we I
am  quite aware that I labour under
the difficulty of contending against a powerfal
opponent, but T trust that, having . trath avd
justice on my ide, the public will ab Jeast
acquit me of the charge of falsely accusing
anybody,” :

4 One swallow never makes & summer.” Tro
of these birds we have been informed lately
made thei appearance ab Mercury Bay. They
wereidentified by Mr Wigmore,J.P., whosetesti-
mony was confirmed by that of his brother, The
fact, if all grounds of mistake can be excluded.
is nofemorthy s determining some uncertain
theoriss connected with the wigration of birds.
Ornithologists will be interested in tracing the

Duting the month ending March, 1877,
there were 21 deaths registered within the city
of Auckland, The number during the corres-
panding month of 1876 was 27 deaths. Thero
were nine deaths in the hospital dwivg the
month of March, 1877,

Tt will be within the knowledge of many of
our readers that, owing to the unhappy infelicity
which has existed between Mr John Ebenezer
White ond Alice Mary Joshephine White, his
wife, several divorce suits have been from time
to time commenced in the Supreme Court, with
the object of procuring & dissolution of the
warriage. We believe that no fewer than two
suits bave been begun ab different times by Mr
White, and three by Mra White, but they
have all dropped through from some cause
or otber, though the parties have nob heen
reconciled to each other,  Another action
has, however, been commeaced by Mr White
which i3 in & faic way of coming to trial, the
citation having been served upon Mrs White,
respondent, and George Bennett, co-respoue
deat. DMr White does not seek for damages,
but petitions for o dissolntion, both a mensa et
thoro (from bed snd board), and a vinculo
matrimonii (from the bonds of mardinge),
Two or three days are allowed to the respon-
dent and co-respondent to plead to the alloga-
tions set out in the plaintiff’s petition, aud we
hear that the former iutended to set up a dis-
tinct denial, and counter charges, Mr T
Buddle hias been retained as counsel for the
plaintiff, Mr Dufaur for the respondent, and
Mr Tyler for the corespondent,—Auckland
Star,

The followiog special dispatch was sent by
telephone o the Boston Globe ;—** Salew,
Febraary 12, 10,55 p.m.—Professor A, Graham
Bell, $he inventor of the telephong, lectured on
his invention, at Lyceum Hall, this evening,
The lecture was one of a course of the Essex
Ingtitute, and about five hundred persons were

construction of the instrument, and sketched
his studies of the system of transmitted sounds,
An intermittent current was firsh sent from
Boston by Thomas A, Watson, Professor
Bell's associate, This caused a noise very
similwe to a horn, from the telephone,
The Morse telegraph  olphabet  was
then sent by musical sounds, and could
be head throughous the hall.  The
andience burst into loud applanse ab this ex-
periment. A telephonic organ was then pus
into operation in Bosten, Should Auld Ac-
nt be Forgot’ and * Yankee Doodle’

probable wauderings of these migratory fellows,
We believe that the Acclimatsation Society of
Auckland . has offered a reward of £5) to avy
person who will successfully {stroduce the
Aistralian swallow into this province. If the
statement above made Do warranted by the
suthority of the observers, the eventis certainly
one of great, scienti6e and agriculbural interest.
~Herald, .

The Grey River Argus bas the following
paragraph :—** The present yearly valuation of
Dunedin is £926,817, At ten years' purchace,
thia makes the value of real estate in Dunedin
£2,250,000. This is 2 wonderful advance from
an uniobahited serub and swamp 29 years
Bgo."

The following telegram from the wanager of
the Moanataiari was posted in the company's
office in Auckland yesterday by Mr F. A.
White: — “ Grahamstown, Thursday, 10,16
. Half ton very fine specimens just broken,
leaviag splendid show of gold in leading stope
of tiew run.” .

+ Messes Cosgrave and Co. have purchased the
Jarge stock of Messry Mewart and Andersoo,
- wholesale deapers, clothiers, and general ware-
housemen, - The steck i8 of a most extensive
and varied description, and is being " offered to
the public at a large discouat upon the Eoglish
cost,—ALYT, .

" The fish nvisance, asib is called, has for
some imo past been the rubject of complaints
which have not been confined fo one side. By
ordec of the authorities, the place for cleaning
fish has béen removed from the wharf to the
néighbourbood of the Wynyard Pier, and the
fishmongers complain that Wynyard Pier station
is not only too fax from the centre of trafie,
but that it is impossible for them often-
times to get their fish landed there, espe-
gially when easterly winds prevail. Fish
curers feel this, - The fislh have to be first
landed at the Queen-street wharf, and then
aplit and made ready for curing, they have
then to be carted to the Wynyard Pier, and
then transferred to the proper place for smok-
ing, The result is that the fish, in & great
measure, become spoiled, and a- valuable
marketable commodity becomes deferiorated.
1t has been suggested that the place for clean.
ing fish should be transferred {o the neighbours
Tood of the Queen-sireet wharf, A man should
then be appointed to keep the premises
thoroughly cleansed, and 2 small tax of, say
34 or 6d per week, coold be levied on the
fishmangets to defray the expenses of this ma,
—Herald,

At a megting of the directors of the Alburnia
‘Gold Mining Company, beld in Auckland yes-
terday.afternoon (saps last night's Star), it was
decided to declarc a dividend, payable on
Thursday, the 12:h instant, The amount has
1ot been officially stated, but o di it will be
s 64 per share,

Private advices from Levaka (says the
Herald) state that it is pretty well understood
hat the Government had decided upon retsin-
ing Yevuka as the capital of the group, The
fach of this becoming patent hos given a greab
‘{mpetus to the building trade, andin various
“directions mercliants and landowners have come
menced to erect permanent buildings, in Lien
of the temporary crections that have so long
prevailed, . -

- Ab a silting of the Auckland Presbylery,
held on Wednesday, the Rev. D, Bruce said it
would be necessary to hold a special meeting of
the presbytery, for the purpose of considering a
¢all to the Rev J. Hill, from the Preshyteriau
congregavion of Lyttelton. He had received a
. telegram to the effect . that the call had been
-prepared bub could not be dispatched until after
the meeting of the Presbylery of Canterbury,
which would be held that week, The call
. would doubtless arrive in Aucklond on the 10h"
‘jostant, It was decided that an adjourned
meeting of the preshylery shoold be held on &
day to be selected by the clerk,

Events which have franspived since the
prosecution by Inspector Gamble of several
“butehers for using wnstamped weighte, &o.,
seem to show thab She prosecutions were muck
needed. Since then some two tons of unjust
and unstamped weights of various dimeneions
“have been catted to his office for adjustment
and stamping,  The milkmen also appear to
;havo been in the habit of drawing upon the
“kindness of the public, for since the event re-
 forred to about 500 milk measures of various
kinds have been brought in for the purpose of
being proved and stawped. ., Tnspeetor Gamble
shonld turn his aftention to the stopping of
‘ evil practices in comnection with tho firewaod
ond coal trades.—Iferald.

There has heen some  scandal” in the City

" "of Virginia, in Nevada, owing to tho conduct
of a youg gentleman who lately left his
father's house, having cxhausted his credit in
the place, and who telegraphed the other day
10 his parent;  Your son Waltor was killed in
tho Consolidated Virginia this moroing by a
falling cage, What shall we do with the
remains? [n reply, a telegraphic order
was gent for 160 dollars, with the
request, “Bury them,” The young gen:
fleman pocketed the money, and bad
tan elaborate spree.””  When in a condi.
tion for writing he sent to his father the fol-
lowing note:—*I have just Iearned that av
infamous scoundrel named Barker sent you a
fictitious account of my death and swindled you
out of 150 doflaxs, He also borrowed 85 dollars
from me, aud left the conniry, J write to inform
you that I am yet alive, and long tosce the ofd
patental 1oof again. Tsm in somewhat reduced
circumstances, the accumulation of the Jast five
years having been lost~a disastrous stock
operation—and if you would spare me 200
dollars I will be ever thankful for your favour,
Give my love fo all” A few days later the
erring youth received the following dignified
reply from his ontraged parent:—*‘My dear
gon,—] have buried you once, and that's an
end of it. 1declinoto have any more trans.
actions with a corpse,~Yours in the flesh,

. Father"

were readily heard throughout the hall, and
heactily recognised. Professor Belt asked Mr
Watson for a song, and ‘Auld Lang Syne’
came from the mouthpiece of the instrument
almost before his words were ended. Mr
Watson then made a speech to the audience,
He expressed bimself as having more confi-
dence eighteca miles away than if Le were
present,”

There are gaols and gaolers, as **Soyder”
goes on fo prove, as follows :—**The gaols in
both Tslands vary ag much in quality as.they
do in size and material. There is, for instance,
a gaol ab Greymouth and just fifty yards across
the Grey river there is a gaol at Cobden, which
igin Nelson. Greymouth is in Westland, One
geol would have angwered both places for all
purposes.  Bub Westland was jealous of Nel.
gon, and the anthoritig had a gaol of
their own, where they kept their prisoners
as cold, and as damp, and as miserable,
and as huogry as circumstances  would
gdmit of, The Nelson dignitaries ont of aggra-
vation made their prisouers snug and com.
fortable. Had a large room well warmed and a
library of Jight and plensdnt readiog, with a
Tiberal dictary scale, and a public house quite
haody. 8o when a digger, ot a hushman, be.
longing to Greymouth wanted a jollification
which was likely to terminate in **a forty-cight
hours,” he paid sixpence to the ferryman to
cross him over to Cobden, and there he would
enjoy ‘his sprec and come out of prisou all com-
foriable and right again, Once a compositor, who
was also a repotter, belongiug to a Grey-
mouth paper, was seized for deht at Cob
den and sent to prison for & month,  The next
day a pau of cases were ferried over to him and
he oceupied his time in sefting up type which
wag sent back to the office when ready for the
press. The prisoner set up letters in type, and
wrole leading articles, whick praised up the
gaol officials to the heavens, and heaped o ead
of abuge on those at Greymouth. The result of
this wag that & hot dioner and tea were sent
into him every day from the public house ad.
joiniog, and he left prison with av illuminated
testimonial presented him by the warders, The
Iatitude allowed to prisoners in that gaol and the
indu'gences geanted rtesalted in one of the
prisoners having been found working a private
still. 1o auother gaol, further south thau
Greymouth, the then Governor of it was a cabinct
maker by trade; and I know that before he
Left it was discovered he had set his prisoners to
making chairs and tables iu the rough, which
he finished off a0d polished up himself and then
gold them to the furniture shops at all profit to
himself, as the labor was dono for nothing, and
the tinber worked up was charged to the Pro.
vincial Government as being required for the
purposs of teaching the prisoners a trade,”

Tt was never very cleatly understood what
Sir George Grey and Mr Macundrew were to
do when they gob to England ag delegates from
the Otago Convention, and, perhaps, it is quite
as well thas that very vague mission is not likely
to be undettaken. ‘The ill-health of Sir George
Girey is now made the pround for abandoning
the project, and the petitions adopfed by the
Convention are to e senb by post, Thisisa
moto prosaic and common-place way than that
proposed of sending them in charge of plenipo-
tentiary ambassadors, bub we have no doubt it
will be equally effective, In the meantime the
Council of the Convention i8 o vemain ““as au
organisation to watch the interests of tho colony
againgt the efforts of Cenbralists” In other
words, the Convention has quietly *frizeled
out” There'is no rebellion, no bombardment,
and if Siv George Grey wishes to shed his lnsh
drop of blood behind the last bulwarks of pro-
vincialism, it will only be in harmless parlia-
wentary metaphor, The great change of ad-
ministrative and legislative organisation in New
Tealand Dbas been thoroughly effected, and the
last vestiges of opposition have vanished from
the scene. And we doubb not that by this
time everyone is completely reconciled to $he
change, and has censed to regret a past state of
thiogs which in its time had served useful ends,
but which the progeess of ‘the colony bad oute
geown,—Ausiralosion,

Party feeling at Wellington runs high, and
the two candidates for Mr Pearce’s vacant seab
in the Assembly have been affording tho
readers of the daily papers much amusement,
Their specobes were very full favoured, and
neither M Travers nor Me Hutehison sbuck at
trifles, Tho papers haviug espoused ong side
or the other, gave cause to the latter toread tho
editorsa homily on their dubies, as i€ they did
not know them best themselves, and to the
former vomakean angry attack on a writerin tho
New Zealand Times, known asthe ** Intelligent
Vagrant,” Asa specimen of Mr Travery siyle,
his remorks on the ¢ Vagraut’ are appended :
4] feel that in the matter of dirt throwing I
am not s match for my opponcat. I I engage
in such work I fear that I ghall find myself
very much in tho position of a man who kitks o
pig because it happens to have touched his
coat, and by the collision casts mud upon it,
the chanes being that the pig runs through his
legs aud capsizes him into the gutter, There.
fore, since 1 do not want to be capsized by the
pig who has chosen to rwa against me, I shall
lob him rest, {Laughter.) Morcover, gentle-
wen, a3 far as theowing dirk is concerned, wy
adversary is o greater adepb af that than L aw,
or shall ever attempt to be, and I shall there-
fore Jeb him alone for the fture.” Commenting
on this, the New Zeadanid Tines remarked that
Mr Travers *inferentially called the Vagrant a
prigi—Lyticlion Times,

Sir John Richavdson is xeporled lo have
moved, ab a Jate sitting of the Southland
Waste Louds Board, “That all deferred pay-
ment seckions open for selection in Southland
be advertised in the leading newspapers of cach
proviueial district in New Zealand, and for one
menth in cettain weekly newspapers in Aus-
tealia ;” and he fucther suggested that sketch
maps of the lands sold and those open for sale
ghould be circulated through the colonies, Of
these large ideas the motion for advertising was

present, Professor Bell briefly explained the |-

CABLE MESSAGES,
(REVTER'S SPECIAL 10 I‘RE;SS AGENCY.)

MzzsournE, April 4th,
 Atlas,” writing in The TWorld, says
the Princo of Wales i3 about to visit
Auslralia and New Zealand,
The Combined Team are all out for ono
hundred and fifty-nino runs, The Hnglish
won by four wickets.

SPROIAL- THLBORAMS,
- .
{FROX OUR OWN CORBESPONDENTS.)
e e
Conomandez, Thursday.

The Tokaten Corapany bave 1501bs of
picked stone to-dey.

'he Junetion claim, Prescott and party,
Lave 12j0zs from 16 tons of stuff.

SOUTHERN THLEGRAMS,
——
(PER PRESS AGENCY.)
PO it
Werninaroy, Thursday.

A Gazetle to-day notifies o _sitting of
the Court of Appeal to be held at Wel:
lagton on May 14th,

Major Atkinson and family loft for
Taranaki Jast night in the *Hinemon.
The Premier will probably be absent from
Wellington three or four weeks, and may
address Lis constituents, but nothing
delinite is known at present.

Waneanvl, Thursday,

At a well attended public meeting last
pight it was unanimously resolved to hold
a colonia] rogatts on the Wanganui river
next January, A first-class committee
wae appointed, including members of the
County and Borough Councils, Road and
Yarbour Boards, and ivfluential citizens.

New Puyuovrs, Thursday.,

Rarzway Sraxss—Ove milo -aud a-
helf. Opawa, 9st 4ib, 1; Mamama, 8st,
2; Flora Macdonald, 9st, 3. Flora made
the ruaning for Lalf the distance, when
she gave placo to Opawa, who won a good
race by & eouplo of lengths in front of
Mamama.

ConsoLATIoN STaREs~One milp: Ads,
1; Blsa, 2; May Moon, 3.

Toregp Hawpicip~Ons mile: Reso-
lubion, 8st, 1; Ilora Macdonald, . 7sb
10lbs, 2; Mamama, 8st 2lbs, 3, Bide-n-
Wes (8st 3lbs), Flora (st 10lbs) and Ads
(B3t 2lbs) also zan, Resolution won by a
longth from Flora Macdonald.

Orristerveod, Thursday,

The land sales for the month realised
£89,982.

The general entries for the autumn
meeting close on Saturday nexs,

At the interview betwoea the Minister
for Public Works and the Chamber of
Commeree yesterday, the formor said a
tender had been accopted for tho erection
of public buildings in Christchurch, sod
that the Government intond to scnd a
Commissioner to the Sydaey Exhibition,
but it was nob decided yeb who it would
be. ‘The desire was to got Bome ono
whose kuowledgo would be of practical
service to the colony.

In the Supreme Court to-duy, Hamer,
for stealing & eash-box from tho Clarez-
don Hotel, reseived scven yoars; Hostor
Tnight, for stealing post letters, threo
years ; Carson, charged with arson, was
found not guilty; Wademan, charged
with ombezaling, sentonce deferred ;
Tacobson, formerly elerk of the National
Bunk, for embezzlement, one yoar;
Stowart, obfaining- money under false
pretences, two yoars; Messiter, stealing
post lebters, two years,

Duxzpir, Thursday.

At the Supreme Court to-day, Alice
Tavin, for Incceny, was senbonced to six
monthy’ imprisonment with hard labour ;
Walter Rogers, for horse-stealing, to two
years; Charles Brodie Cooper, for for-
gery, to five years; William Brown, for
an unmentionable offence, to five years;
‘Walter Filmer, for larceny, to two years;
Letitia Burke was found guilty of bure
glary at Oamary, and sentence deferred,

In the Police Court this morning,
Dodson, of the Impiro Hotel, was
charged with keeping open after ten
o'clock on Sundsy night. The ques-
tion was regarded as a test one, and jndg-
ment was reserved.

A lad 12 yesrs of age, son of George
Grant, acconntent, was gored by a bulloek
this morning, while standing ou the lawn
at his fother’s house. The animal rushed
through a fence, and tossed the boy into
the air, injuring him so much that little
liopes of his recovery are entertained.

Wo quote the following from last
night's Auckland Slap:= '

Tavzanea, Thursday.
A vote of consure on Captain Morris,
M.H.R., was brought forward at last
night's meeting, but the chairman de-
clined to eatertain if, the meeting not
liaving been convened for the purpose of
discussing their member’s policy.

The chisf Enoka, and three native
policemen, by orders of the Comumis-
sioner, proceeded to Omokoroa to inter-
view he natives obstructing Mr Gelli-
brand in his farming opoerations, They
roturned yesterday unsuccessful, aud re-
ported to Mr Brabant that when loadig
their boat with Mr Gellibrand's posts, in
order to replace them on his land, from
which the Pirirakaus removed them, a
large body of natives interfered and pre-
vented them. Being greatly outnum.
bered, Bnoka and the policoman left.

Napizs, Thursday,

The project to build a theatre is likely
to fall through, as the projectors state the
sharsholders must purchase the site they
have fixed upon, and must also accept the
plans of Ben Smith, Leople are cliary,
In the meantime tho Oddfellows purpose
enlarging their hall, to convert it into a
commodious theatro eapable of holding
1,000 persons.

9,000 claims to voto have beon reccived
by the Returning Officer for the electoral
districts of Clive and Napier, but of these
400 are natives in the Clive disbeict,
Should they get on tho roll, the effect
will bo Mr Sheohan will bo able to
swanp tho Nuropoan voto, thoreby onsl-
ing Mr Ormond.

Writs have been issued by the Repu-
diation Party coutesting the titles of set.
tlors to lauds holden by them, Seven
cases nro apainst Kinvoss, threo against
Sulton, and threo others against Newton.

Sunday, the 16th iostant, is to bo sct
aside as Hospital Sunday for the benefit
of tho Napier Hospital.

The Chicago Minsirels left Gisborne
early this morning, alter n most success-
ful season,

., P ———- i

Hollowbey's Pills—AlL our Kaculties, —Almost all
disorders of the human hody aro distinctly traceable
to impure hlood. The purification of that fluid 1
the Jirst step towards health,  Holloway's Piils, arc
1ot only recommended, bub recommend” themsclves
to the attention of all sufferers ; 10 injurions conse-
quichices can vesnlt from their use, no mistake can be
made i sheiv administration.  In indigestion, von-
frmed ta, anidl chroule constipation, the most
Deneficial cffects havo Deen, and cannot hut he,
obtained fron the rectifying power exerted by theso
puifying Lills over the digestion,
fuwve heen restored fo tho enjoyment of ense,
strengtl, aud perfec licalth by Tiolloway's Lills,
atter fruitless tilal of tho whole pharmuopeiy of

adopted, and the other way shelved,

Physic, sblest this fnety

Persons who'

MINING MATTERS

e e mne
Moaxataranr,—The shot yesterday
morning bronght down the usual comple-
ment of half a ton of specimens, whilo the
stope to tho westward furaishes quart of
bigh geade orushing and many golden
stones. On the specimen run above the
{imbors, from the face for 15 feet_ bael,
there remains in view gold suficient to
furnish the quota of specimens for d{lys to
como. DBrealking down the reef in the
courso of the drive has been vesumed,
and the digon the hauging-wall shows
the reef to continue its course in strength.
Sinking the main shaft progresses, the
contractors being in good country, and
they are now down 30 feet.

Moanararant Tripors.—MeBarry and
party, working the sestion upwards on
the 132 faot lovel, obtained lowt choice
stone, which realised, ab the company's
battery, 480z 12dwts gold.

Mippze Smap Tzinure~Hayes and
patty crushed 5§ tons, at the Piako small
mill, for tho yield of 3ozs 8dwts gold.

Proto.~Gold and party forwarded 6
tons to the Piako small mill, from Grove’s
Bunk, and realised S0zs 12dwts gold.

8aru1ation.—Te sharebolders lodged
18dwts gold.

Ustrep Pusrivg Assocrarron,—The
new undergronnd balance-bob has proved
most suecessful, Additional weight, to
the extent of eight tons, has been sent
below, still fmrther inereasing its bene-
ficial effect in working the engine, while
its offect in the saving of steam power
was demonstrated by the whole of the
boilers throwing off steam at the extra
pace of four strokes per minute, a feat
nover before achieved. The saving will
bo notified when the minimum of power
required is positively ascertnined. In the
meantime the undertaking is an unqualis
fied snecess,

Crowy Prrserss~Mr Dawson, the
manager, las had a cleaning up of the
mine, and put it into working order, com.
weneing operations from No, 2 level,
where there iz a section of tho specimen
leader nearly intact. This promises to
be & good commencemont undor the new
regimé,

AUGIE’LAND SUPREME COURBT.

CRIMINAL SITTINGS,
Yesreroay.
(Leforo his onor Mr Justice Gillics.)

Tonerny. —Henry Collins (32 pleaded
not guilty to an indietment, charing him
with forging o cheque in the names of
Messrs Combes and Daldy, on the 2nd
of February.—Isuae Harrison, of the
Waverloy Hotel, remombored prisoner
coming to Lis house on the secoud of
February, and borrowing & pound noto,
sagiog that he would pay him the noxt
day. He lent him a second note, but not
on the chequo. He held another chequo
up to the light, and said that it was not
good, he Lad forged it Limself.—George
Coun, cook at Mr Canning's, found
the cheque on the pavoment abous
gix o'clock in tho morning. He took
ir to Messrs Combes and Daldy,—
Willism Crush Daldy, junr, knew the
prisonor, who had been in the employ of
the firm as o bushman, The cbeque pro-
duced was not signed cither by witness
or his father.—The jury found the
prisoner guilty,  His™ Honor reserved
gentenee,

Agsavrr—~Te Kiti, & native, pleaded
guilty to a chiargo of violently assaulting
o nalive, by biling outa portion of his
lip, and was sentenced to four months’
imprisonment with Lard labour,

TruE Birzs,—Truo bills were foundin
the cases of John Pike, Hans Janseu, G.
Groy, David Kelly, Jane Kelly, and Jas.
Nicholls, Te DPall (murder), Eliza
Hughes, William Gibbons, Paiberihord :
James Gordon, indecent assault; P.
MeGrath, violently assaulting Lig wife ;
Thomas Boyle, arson ; Thomas W. Boul-
ton, forging and uttering (five charges);
and Joseph Ferris, forgery and uttering:
Fongeuy.—Henry Collins was brought
up torecsive sentence. The prisoner ex-
pressed sincere regrob ab his foolish con:
duet, and boped bis Honor would take
into consideration his previous good eha-
racter. His Honor commented upon the
serionsness of the offence, and sentenced
the prisoner to two yéars' imprisonment
with hard Iabour. o

Boraxivg AnD  EnreriNg.--Joseph
Ferris (39) and Albert Carroll (31) wero
arraigned upon an indictment charging
them with breaking and eatering, on the
7th Jabuary, the dwelling houso. of John
(. Seccombe, and stealing therefrom cer-
toin articles of wearing apparel, im-
plements, &, value £10.  Perris pleaded
guilly, and Careoll pleaded not guilty.—
John Carroll Seccombe,. brower, of the
Kyber Pass Boad, deposed that in addi-
tion to his own Liouse on the premises
there is that which was ocoupied by his
father, bub which le had not used for
soms ten months past as o dwelling-house.
There were goods left in, the Louse—
pictures, waterproof coat, leggings, a
meat-chopping machine, and crockery,
The house was lefs seemingly fastened,
and tho key was in his possession. De-
tective Grace called npon him, and, they
went to the house, when they discovered
that it bad been entered, and missed
o number of things, o Jist of whish
ho prosonted to the OCourls = Mr
Seccombe recognised the articles, —
Willism Twohey remembered prisoner
calling at Mr Mills' shop to soll & ma.
chine and glasses in Janusry. Hecarried
the thingsina bag. He did not pur.
chaso them.—Martin Grace, detectivo
officer, ayrested Ferris on the 3td Feb.
Qarroll wan already in custody on another
charge, Mo found a pawa ticket for the
three pietures on Forris, He mode o list
of the missing articles.—To prisouer: I
have never seen you about Mr Seccombe’s
prouises,—His Honor re-called Detective
Grace, who stated that the prisoners had
beon frequently togethor, aud were under
tho surveillance of the police,.—The
prisoner then addressed the Court at
somo Jength, and admitted selling the
things, but hiad not the remotest concop-
tion that they were stolen goods. ~ He
was deceived by a professed engineor.—
His Honor having summed up, tho jury
considered the cvidenco, and found the
prisonc guilty of receiving aud disposing
of the goods, knowing them to have been
stolen,— Ferri said he unfortunately gob
drunk, and was deawn ioto it by Carroll,
and Carroll said he was never on the
promisos~His Honor ssid he would
reserve judgment iu the caso of Forris, us
thero was another charge agoingh bim,
With rogard to Carroll he was un old
offender, and was still undergoing son-
tence. The judgment of the Court upon
him would be, therefore, four years' penal
servilude.

dgarivg raoy 7aE Pensor.—David
Kelly (69), Jane Kelly (47), and Jemes
Nichols (68) wore arraigned upon o
indictment, charged with stealing the
sam of £39, the property of John
0'Connor, shoemuker, on {ke 28th
January last, in Chancery-lano.~David
Keliy said be did not take the money.
Jone Kelly snid she was drunk and
asleep at the hour of tho robbery,
Fsho bLad, thorefore, mothing to do

with it, She had been sober ever
since.~Nichols pleaded not guilty.—
Joln O’Conuor, the prosecutor, deposed
that hio wag a shoemalker, of Whangapoa,
and on the 87th of January he came to
Auckland, partly on business and partly
on pleasure. He lodged in Grey-street,
and on the following (Sunday) morning
ho went for & strell down Queen-street,
with notes, gold, and orders in liis pocket,
amounting to £50, He met the female
priscner, Mrs Kelly, by the Greyhound
Hotel, who said she felt poorly, having
been up all night, and she requested bim
toshont. Her husband, Kelly, the shoe-
black, and Nichols, a trotter man, were

opposite, and on seeing him they said,

“There's Jack; now we are in for a
drink.” He know them of old, and
tried to avoid them, Mrs Kelly hung
about him, and said she was dyiog for &
drop. $ho desired him to givo her the
price, and she know where to get the
“oratur,’ ‘They went to Commercial-
street, and at Riordsn’s they had sundry
drinks ; he got very funny in the head,
and Mrs Kelly wished him to go home
with her ; her little house was up a hill;
buthe was not inclined. He gave her
money to get breakfast; she grumbled,
and ho gave her more, She then wheedled
him into Chancery Lane, The other
prisoners were there, and other drink was
brought in and drunk; bo belicved
Nicholls fetched the beer and brandy.
He then gave them money to get dinner
with, and remembered no more until he
picked himself up from the flaor late in
the evening, whon he found that all his
money bad passed from bis pockets, Mrs
Telly said to her husband, I told you
not to touch the men's pockets,'—Mrs
Kelly hero burst into- tears, and said she
was 88 innocent as the babe ushorn,
Left sitting.

POLICE COURT.—Ygstoepay,
(Beforo W, FRASER, Esq,, R.AL)

Toniovs Deiving,~Thomas Mills was |

charged with a breach of the Borough
By-laws by driving his "bus at a furious
tate in Pollen-street, fhames, on the 30th
ultimo,—Defendant pleaded guilty and
wag fined §s and costs,

—_—

ITEMS OF MAIL NEWS
e
AFPAIRS IN MMBXICO—CORTINA ARRESTED.

Ctry or Mexico, Feb, 10tk ~Pending
the counting of the vote in the presidential
election which has just taken place in
this republic, General Diaz has been
sworn in as President ad duferim. The
ceremony, which took place in the Na.
tional Pulace, was attended with marked
pomp, beyond what is usually witnessed
here.  Presidential Klectors for Diaz
have been chosen, and, 8o far asis known,
he has received an immense mejority of
votes all over the country, Don Joss
Mata, who before 1863 was Mexican
Miuister in Washiogton, has been ap-
pointed Secretary of the Treasury.

Mazanoras, vie Brownsyille (Texas),
Feb. 25uh—General Canales, Governor
of this state, eutered the city with about,
1,000 men, General Cortina wes arrested
yesterday by express order of Uanales,
ostensibly because Cortina had ot obeyed
orders from the general government to go
to the city of Mexico, Canales, on his
way lore, took from Cortina’s ranch about
300 beeves acd several hundred horses,
‘Phe general impression is that the entire
property of Corlina will be confiscated.
Thero bas been a long-standing rivalry
between Cortina and Cauales as to the
control of this state, and it is believed
that Canales will strip Cortina of his
weslth and remove all Lis friends from
official positions on the frontier, and
theroby dispose of what has been a
powerful impediment to his entiro poli-
tical control of the state of Tamau-
lipsa, S :

W asaingron, Geb. 27th.—~The Electo-
sl Comission met ab ten, Hurd stated
that no counsel would appear for the
objectious to-the Republican certificate,
and then submitted reasons why the
commission should reject that certificate,
holding that the Hepublican form of
government must exish in a state to give
validity to that state. He maintsined
that if legal disabilities were imposed and
intimidation practised a Republican form
of government was nob maintained, and
he proposed to show by tostimony taken
by tho House Committee that both
conditions ezisted. Hurd held that as
the conatitution of South Carolina required
‘registration of electors, and the require-
ment was utterly ignored, the election was
void. Hurd said the presence of froops
overawed the peoplo and prevented a free
exprossion of their will. ,

Bield has introduced his bill to provide
for an ucting President in case of failure
to declare au election. A motion to re-
jeet the bill was defeated and the main
question ordered ou its passage. The bill
passed, 10 Democrats voting against it,
and Purman for it.

New Yorx, Feb. 27th,—~Vanderbilt's
will was offered for probate to-day, when
a protest was entered by some of his rela:
tives. The hearing was set down for two
weoks from to-day.

Sr. Pergespure, Feb. 27th.—Af an
extraordinary counil of ministers yester-
day, the Czar presiding, and General
Tgnatieff present, it was decided to de-
mobilise the Russian army when peaca i
signed between Bervia and Montenegro
and Turkey.

Lonoow, Feb, 27th.— The whaling
steamor Spitzbergen’ was lost near
Borgen with all hands, numbering twenty-
two personss

gug SILVER COMMISSION, .

Onicago, Feb. 26th~The Thibune's
Washington special says the silvor com.
mission holds its finx meeting to-day,
and will present its report on Tuesday.
Tho mujority have agreed to recommend
‘the adoption of the double standard, fix-

ing the proportion at- 155 the present |-

standard of silver to gold being 16 to 1,
The chuage is recommended to put the
value of silver coin on the same basis as
the coinage of Kuropcan pations. The
extont to which the silver dollar shall be
received as legal tender is yet undecided,
and it is uncertain what will be the de-
gision of tho commission on this point,
Boutwoll will report in favour of a single
gold standard, being in the minority of
the commission.

PROPOSED REDUCIION OF THE ARMY,

The Tribune's Washington special says:
The Army Appropriation Bill will be ze.
ported soon. Lt will provide for a reduc-
{ion of tho military force to 20,000. A
soction will bo added forbidding tho use
of troops in suy State election. Hopubli-
cans are inclined to accept tho reduetion,
but oppose tho latter geclion, and thus a
compromiso bill will probably bo effected,
and an cxtra session of Congress will be
unnecessary.
AGREEMENT BETWEEN TURKEY AND SER-

ViA

CoxsrantiroriE, Feb, 26.~Tho agree-
ment between the Porte and the Servian
Envoy is coucluded, Princo Milan will
address a letter to the Sultan that he haes
aceepted the Turkish conditions, except
those claiming equality for the Jews in

Servin, and tho right of tho Poxte to be

diplomatically represented at Belgrade.
Tho Sultan will grant Prince Milan a new
firman, detormining the future relations
of Servis and Turkey.

ODDFALLOWS AND FORESTERS,
Ar g meoting of tho-Statistioal Society
held on January 16, a paper was read by
Mr Francis G, P. Neilson, F.8.8, giving
elaborate statistics of the affliated orders
of friendly societies, the Oddfellows and
Foresters. Ench order is self-governed,
and consists of sumerous branches, termed
“lodges’ or ‘courts’ and ¢ distriots,’ with
8 centrel executive, *Lodges’ and ‘courts’
are practically local benefit societies,
which combine into districts for the pur-
pose of spreading the death-risks over s
greab number of members. In 1832 the
Manchestor Unity of Oddfetlows con-
sisted of 82 distriots, ombracing 661 lodges,
wilhi su aggregate of 31,042 members. In
1848 the number of members was 649,261,
and sinco then the progress has been
gtendy. the strength for last year beiog
608,013 members, On January 1, 1846,
the Ancient Order of Forestors consisted
of 161 distriets, 1,614 courts, and 76,990
members, 16 has sinee gone on increasing
yeur by year until ou January 1, 1876,
it had 275 districts, 4323 courts, and
491,126 members. The comparative de-
velopment of each organisation, s a
whole, has been og follows ;=

0DD FELLOWS.

. Nunber
Date of Increase
Members  per cents
Jan, 1, 1846 ... 259,374 ..,
1856 ... 251,008 } 2.2 (decresse)

y 1866 ... 387,990 ... 546

» 1876 .., 509,013 ... 309
FOBESTERS,
Number

Date of Tnerease
Members  per cent.

Jau 1, 1846 .. 76,700
w1866 .., 113,758
Dec, 1, 1865 ... 361,077

Jan, 1, 1876 ... 491,196

The percentage of initiation and secession
are higher in the Foresters than in the
0dd Fellows, while in the latter society
the rate of mortality islargely in excess
of that of the former. Until quite recently
graduated rates of contribution, aceording
lo age, were by no mesns generally in
force, and oven now jt is- fenred that in
nine cases out of ton the contribution de-
mended is only just adequate for the
youngest 4go eligiblo for admission, and
13 altogether insufficient for the older en-
trants. In the Udd Fellows every lodgo
is bound to adopt rates of contribution
not below a certuin graduated minimum
scale, but amongst the Foresters each
eourt is permitted fo exercise its own
jadgment on this imporlant poiot, so that
different degrees of efficiency exist.
The average age of members on January
1, 1876, was in the Odd Fellows 3613,
and in the Poresters 333 years. The
financial returns for 1875 for the Odd
Pellows, iocluding 3,622 lodges and
462,429 members (no returos coming from
5,958 members) were as follows :~Income:
contributions, £451, 081 ; interest £12,031;

admission fees, &o., £11,454,~£585,658,

Expenditure : sick benefits, £307,629;
funeral benefits, £102,295, Similar returns
from the Foresters show the following re-
sults (iecladed in the returns) 3,816 courts,
459,371 members:—Income: contribu-
tious, £497,110; interest, £52,675; ad-
mission fees, e, £14,918.—£494,705,
Expenditure : sickness benefits, £282,165;
funersl benefits, £98,560, — £380,726.
In the ten years these two afflliated orders
have received in respeet of sickness and
funeral benefits no less than £8,816,830,
and dishursed £6,226,370, Thess amounts
would be considerably augmented if the
figures relating to the members of the
orders not resident in the United King-
dom were also included, That the exe-
outive, notwithstanding its multiform
duties mecessitates but a moderate cost,
the following statistics giving the average
expenses of management per anunm of
tlis body show :—t}dd Fellows: 184852,
£998; I1853-67, £862; 1858.62, £944;
156367, £1,004; 1868.72, £1.267.
Foresters: 1806.70, £1,188; 187L.75,
£1,339. This charge for ‘managing and
coutrolling vast associations of about helf
a million members each will compare
favorably with the cost of any siwilar
orgsuisation extant.  Even these ex-
ponses, such ag they are, are nearly, if
not quite, defrayed by the profits realised
by the executive of each order in consti-
tuting itself the wholesale agent for the
supply to the branches of stationery and
goods,.~European Muil,

MRS, GAMP IN WESTLAND.

A YR ago o young lady, on arrival in
Westland, was seized with what was sup-
posed to be typhus fover, aud the Arahura
Board of Health took charge of the ease,
qusrantining the patient and providing
nurses for her at Stafford. It appears
from the proceedings af a recent meeting
of the Board that the debt they incurred,
apart from the patient’s own liabilities,
amounted to £83 83 1d. The committee,
whilst recommending the payment of the
same, called attention to the shameful
waste of provisions, Mr Sandle said thab
in three weeks two and a half cords of
wood, five bottles of bravdy, thirty-three
bottles of ale, and eighteen bottles of
porter had been consumed. The account
was passed. As the patient was for-a
considorable part of the time delirious,
the consumption of these quaatities i
ooly explaived by tho suggestion that ber
Sairey Gamp had been often “so dis.
poged,” or that some other attendant bad
simulated tho example of the hotel-waitor
who so amicably ‘ assisted’ David Copper-
field at dinner.

In an article on the Public Works Policy, the
Lyttdion Times takes rather a gloomy view of
the future of the railways of the Colony: 1t

says 1 —"'he crucial time of trial of our railwags |

is approaching, The novelty of travelling by
rail 1s wearing off, and the number of passen-
gers induced by that motive alone to travel is
diminishing.  The rapid ebb of the tide of
publie expenditure cf borrowed woney, the fall
of wool, excess of speculation, and other causes,
have, more or less, dried up the available sur-
plus cash of most persons ; and rxailway travell-
1wg, unless absolutely necessary, isone of the
luxuries in which economy is practised, Buta
time of depression conbracts external and inter-
nal trade, and, therefore, acts nnfavourably on
railvay business, If, in addition to these ob-
stacles which are threatening and even cora-
wevcing to combine in opposition fo the pro-

gress of our Railway Policy, it is found that |
_owing to wanb of care or wanb of knowledge

serions errors of construetion, or serious defects
in material, are producing a heavy crop of un-
forescen expenditure, the result will be disag-
trons,  We will not go oub of our way to
anticipate ovil, but we hear from different
quarters enough to justify grave appreheasions
on this subject, In the meantime the official
over-ostimate of railway revenue for this year
(loes not tend to allay anxiety, It is actnally
so wuch deficieney m revenue, and together
with deficicncies nob less in amount affecting
other main sources of revenne, will subject the
Colony 1o an alwmivg redugtion inits ways
aud means.”

THE CROZETS. -

Ir will be remembered that H.M.8.‘ Wol:
vering’ recently was sent to explore the
Orozot Islands,  The report of Captain
Birne has just been publizshed, It seoma
that on the Twelva Apostles, the island
on which the * Strathmore’ was wrecked,
3 sm‘a]l eairn, raised by the survivors from
tho * Strathmore,” still'exists at  point ot
the ridge about 300 feet above the ses, A
grassy p]atenu,_where they wereencamped,
was covered with white albatrosses sitting
on their nests, and the rocks were crowded
with perguins.  On mnother island of the
group, Posesssion Island, the largest snd
mostimportant of ths group, theyobserved
on the beach a hut, several casks, and two
boats, one of which seemed to be in fair
condition. “The sen being smooth and
the wind light,” says the captain, #I do-
cided to anchor and send {n our boals to .
search the shore, a5 I thought it probable
we should find some record Jaft by people
who might have gone there in the hops of
meeting a sealing vessel.  Upon landing,
our interest was immedietely excited by
the strange sensalion of finding ‘ourselves
surrounded by animals which evidently
had ot the slightest fear of rien or theie
guos,  Hundreds of seals, which were
resting on the damp grass hordering on
the stream, which at this point enters the
soa, made 10 attempt to eseape from ns. -
The albatrosses also would not move from
their nests on the ground, These magni-

ficent birds—measuring, in several jo-

stances, 11 feet across the wings—ouly

showed resistance when actually seized, -

and even then they did not.seem to have
any sense of danger.  The bay was alive
with birds,  We observed the white and
sooty albatross, petrels of various kinds,
black hens, Cape pigeons, sumerous galls,
and a few wild duck; and the rocks were
covered with seals and penguine,  The
hut was about 12 feet long, and contained
six sleeping bunks, It was rudely cone
structed with staves of casks, 7here was
a sfove inside on the right of the door,
ingeniously made out of an old fish
kettle; the funnel was formed by & séries
of small iron hoops nailed together, There
were a number of empty casks outside,
together with other debris, belonging to s
sealing establishment, There were two
whaleboats hauled up on the beach, Oune -
of these was useless ; the other, with some
slight repnirs, conld be made sea-worthy,”
The name ‘J, A, Brink' was cut on the
door of the hut, We found no docnment
or any signs of the bay having been
lately visited.” :

WHOLESALE MATRIMONY,
A VERY curtous “procession  took placo’
recently, says the New York Mercury, on”
Bast Second-streat. It consisted of thicty-
two young couples, all of them dressed in
the national “costume of the Bobemian
Czochs.  The: inen wore short jackets,
richly embroidered in silk, and the gicls'

white skirts and erimson jackets, with'

caps of green velvet, embroidered in gold.
and silver, The procession, which was
lieaded by & small band, and by & vens. -
rable prelate in his full vestments, moved
through Second-strest to Avenue 4, and
then through Kssex-strest.to Broome-
sbreet, whers in the hali of building No.
237,  coremony such as has never been
witnessed before in New York took place.
It was only a wholesale wedding of 32
young Czechs with 32 buxom lassies
from the land of Nepomuk, the patron
saint of Bohemia, There is probably no
country in the world where. the wedding
coromony is looked upon with more re-
ligious awe than in Bohemis, The Czéch
colony in this city, cousisting mostly of
men and women engaged in the manafacs
ture of cigars, or in glass blowing, bas
recontly Teceived strong accessious, prin-
cipally from Prague and the surrounding
conntey, Notwithstanding the prostra-
tion of business, these Czechs havo
flourished moro than any other elément
of our foreign population, They are very
thrifty, soberand industrious, and theysay
there 18 not asingle Bohemian panper inthe
oity, Some of the female cigar makets of
that nationality have relatively lirge sums
in the savings banks.  They ato s very
energetic class of famales, and by no means
unatiractivein personal appearance. There
being no_priest here able to perform the
nuptial rites in the Czech language, the
young couples that were ready to get
married olabbed together and sen for the.
RightRev. Bishop Hebelezek{rom Prague, -
to marry them all at once. When the
Bishop arrived here, n singular .complica..
tion oceurred, The number of couples
that had sent for him was found to be
thirty-three, a very unlucky number, and
hence it was determined that only thirty-
two couples should be married. -They
drew lots as to which couple should be ex<
cluded, and the hapless lovers who were
selected manifested their disappointment
in g very lively manoer, The Bishop con-
soled them by promising to marry them
goon, Thewedding ceremonies on Broome.
street were quite 1mpressive,  After the
ceremony had been read, the older portion
‘of the femalo audience, smong whom there
were many mothers of the brides and bride.
grooms, burst into startling lamentations,
while the groomslooked unconcerned, and
the brides blushingly dropped their eyes.
When the prelate had blessed them, salt
and bread were handed round and pat-
taken of by everybody. The bridegrooms
did pot kiss their wives, the Czechs con-
sidering it indeent even for husbands to
biss thely wives o publle,

A NERVOUS AOTRESS, .

TarERBIERS, sayse [eench journal, has
been playing ‘ The Poor Idiot’ in the
Provinces. At one small town the stook
company Was very nervous about playing
with the greab star, especially a hepless
womsn who was' cast for the mother,
and with whom Laferriere bas the erack
sceno of tho piece, It is in the fifth act, at
the moment that the idiot begins to re-
cognise and distinguish the persons that
surround Dhim ; then she rushes o him,
and, foldiog bim in her arms, shrisks:

* My son, I am your mother !’
Atevery rehoarsal Laferriercencouraged

er. ‘
s Don't be nervous,’ he would say; keep
cool. All you bave to do is to cry, ‘ My
son, I am your mother,’ and embrace me.’

*Oh yes, but, M. Laferriere, I am so
frighteried to play with you,' .

All went - well throughout the first four
acts, and in the wait before the fifth Lia.
ferrire went to the actress’s dressing
room to cheer her, o

¢ Keep o stiff upperlip,’ he said, cheers
fully ;  you know what you have to do,
The whole pluy leads up that scene, I
reckon on you., My son, I am your
mother ;' and embrace me. o
- ¢Yes, yes; ‘My son, Iam yourmo-
ther ! I shall not forget.

The curtain rose. ~ Laferriers was
playiog with even more than his furions
vigor, The crisis came and the lady
closped him to her bosom, - - ¢
_ Now, then," he whispored encourngs
ingly ; then, taking up his part, yelled : ",

‘Who is tho womag?  Who is
she?’

My mother! I am your son!* gasped
the actress; then she shricked, Lafer-

riere had made his toeth meet through
her arm. B
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